ANNEX -1
Ref:GJC/Child_Labour/P-2/2009-10/ December 9, 2009
To,

The Bureau of International Labor Affairs , US Department of Labor
200 Constitution Avenue

NW, Room S-5317, Tel: 202-693-4843
Washington, DC 20210 Fax: 202-693-4830

USA E-mail: GlobalKids@dol.gov
Dear Sir,

This has reference to your report on Department of Labor’s List of goods produced by
Child Labor or Forced Labor 2009.

It is noted that prevalence of Child Labor in the Gem industry in India is mentioned on
page 16 of the above report.

In this regard we wish to submit as per the following :

As per the bibliography of the report the references which are taken for the Indian gem industry
is not specifically related to the child labour condition of Indian Gem Industry. Most of them are
for the region specific or overview of the child labour in India prevailing in various industries.
There is only one reference about Indian Gem industry and that too is about child labour in home
based gem polishing industry of Jaipur. Here it is important to note that the home based gem
polishing (engaging family members only) has been sensitized time and again though the
involvement of child labour is non-existent. It is important to note that it is a traditional
industry in Jaipur which is still following old tradition of passing the skill from old generation to
young generation which is the teacher and disciple principle. This sometimes reflects as
engagement of child labour to an outsider which is not the case, as skill training will be imparted
as per tradition by the older generation to the younger generation in order to keep the skill set
inside the family.

As per the website of United States Department of Labour, the section which provides the
information about child labour in the Gem Polishing Industry in India is giving the information
based on a survey which was done in the year 1991. In the past 18 years the industry has
transformed upside down and is now an organized sector and there are no traces of child labour
in the gem industry.

Your report has the potency of disturbing a socially relevant and sensitive sector of
India based primarily in the geographical region of Jaipur with rich heritage which is
centuries old. The Indian Gemstone Industry as per the survey done by IMRB in



Nov./Dec. 2008, is employing 1.65 lakhs people, majority of whom come from poor &
backward strata of the society whose livelihood through generations are dependant on
the sector & the skill set that is acquired by them and passed on to generation one after
the other.

Further you may kindly note that:

The Indian gem industry regularly conducts surveys / studies on the prevalence
of child labor.

3 surveys at periodical intervals were carried out after 1993-94 when an anti-
child labour legislation in the form of the Harkin-Brown Bill was tabled before
the US Congress.

Subsequently, The Gem & Jewellery Export Promotion Council commissioned
field survey by A.F.Ferguson & Co one of the leading market research firm.

The survey revealed reduction in levels of child labour employed in the industry
from a weighted average of 3.18% in 1994-95 to 0.89% in 1998 to 0.53% in 2003
The IMRB/BIRD study was conducted to ascertain the manpower in g&;j
industry and prevalence of child labour in 2009.

Child labour nearly non-existent in the modern Gem & Jewellery Industry
Scenario.

Copy of the presentation prepared by IMRB (BIRD) is enclosed for your reference.

GJEPC and its encouragement to local associations have played a pivotal role in

eradication of child labour

Measures undertaken by GJEPC:

O Anti-child labour meetings with factory owners

O Awareness campaigns, Leaflets / Pamphlets, distributed to various factories,
hoardings

O Co-operation with the Government of Gujarat in the child labour
rehabilitation scheme

Measures undertaken by local associations

O Opened schools, Colleges and hospitals for weaker section

O Conducted social welfare and disaster relief camps

O Carried out developmental and educational activities

Effects of efforts put in by GJEPC

O Spreading of awareness among exporters, factory owners and workers

Contribution through Indirect measures



O Large section realising the importance of basic education
O Supreme Court Order, imposing a fine of Rs. 20,000 on units (employing
more than 100 artisans) employing child labour

You are requested to take note of the above facts and correct the document by taking
out the Indian Gem Industry from your list of industries where child labor is prevalent.

Thanking you,
Yours truly,

Sdy/-

Sabyasachi Ray
Executive Director



