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NON OFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

 

GOVERNMENT OF CHILE 

 MINISTRY OF JUSTICE 

        OF.   : Nº 2493 

       ANT.:  Ministry of Foreign Affairs (DIRECON)  

        Memo Nº 1012 

       REF.:  Observations for 2010 report of the 

        Department of Labor of the United States 

 

Santiago, April 9, 2010 

 

FROM:  GERMAN SUBERCASEAUX SOUSA 

  CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE 

TO:  MR: MILENKO E: SKOKNIC 

  AMBASSADOR 

  OFFICE OF THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

 

  Along with greeting you, we are writing to forward the comments prepared by this 
Ministry within its jurisdiction and regarding the 2010 Report of the Department of Labor of the United 
States on child labor. 

  According to the excepts of pages 77 to 79, though in Chile there would still exist child  
labor, and children and adolescents used in activities considered the worst forms of child labor, the 
Government of Chile, NGO´s, members of Congress and international organizations have designed and 
developed important initiatives geared towards its prevention and eradication, especially tending to 
victims. 

  As informed in the report, during the last decade in Chile this phenomenon has become 
better known and in greater detail, due to surveys conducted by the Ministry of Labor and Social 
Security, the Teacher´s Association and the National Service for Minors, with the technical and financial 
support of the ILO. This has allowed a better quantitative estimate of the magnitude of Child Labor and 



the Worst Forms of Child Labor, its characteristics and the perception of key stakeholders regarding 
children and adolescents involved in these activities. 

  It is important to note substantive the advances in the legislative field that are detailed in 
the report, to which we request adding that in 2005, article 17 of the Code of Labor was modified to 
allow any person to report violations relative to child labor (Law number  20.069, November 2005). 

  Regarding the statements on page 78, it is important to note that the Los Andes project is 
developed by a private sector entity (Archdiocese of Los Andes) in coordination with the National 
Service for Minors, which provides financing and technical assistance. 

  As mentioned in page 79, the National Service for Minors coordinates a Single System of 
Registry and Intervention for the Worst Forms of Child Labor, with inputs from both Chilean police 
services, the Directorate of Labor and the network of programs developed by SENAME in connection to 
collaborating institutions, with the support of the Ministry of Labor and the ILO, all with the goal of 
promptly intervening in situations affecting children and adolescents detected by those organisms. The 
effective participation of the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Education is in process. 

  Likewise, it is important to mention that the 1081 Offices of Protection of Rights 
established throughout the country give priority to preventing severe violations of rights to children and 
adolescents in the local sphere, among them, child labor, detecting risk situations and victims and 
generating strategies to foster awareness at the community level. 

  The National Service for Minors has also established a coordination with Bolivia to 
combat the trafficking of children and adolescents, especially in border zones, and also by jointly 
undertaking the protected repatriation of Bolivian children and adolescents found in our territory in 
vulnerable situations. 

  To date there are 16 specialized programs for the treatment of victims of commercial 
child sexual exploitation2 with a capacity of 797 openings. 

  According to the report, Chile participates in “NiñoSur” adhering to commitments and 
challenges agreed upon for the region for combating commercial child sexual exploitation including 
trafficking. 

  Regarding actions taken for preventing the commercial sexual exploitation of children 
and adolescents in the context of travel and tourism, it is also important to note the agreement signed 
between the National Service for Minors and the National Service for Tourism in May, 2009 and its 
action plan. To date the agreement has been highly fruitful in addressing new forms that emerge in that 
kind of exploitation. 
                                                            
1 In December 2009, 105 Offices were operational. Currently there are 108 since the Easter Island, older Chillán and Lebu 

offices were added. 

2 There were 14 programs that were increased by two new centers that were opened in February 2010. 



  Finally, it is important to mention that Chile has a National Plan for the Prevention and 
Eradication of Child Labor 2006-2010, including goals, target population and the main strategic pillars 
of action, under the coordination the Ministry of Labor. This agency coordinates the National Advisory 
Committee for the Prevention and Eradication of Child Labor and its regional committees, formed by 
other government agencies, international organizations, NGO´s, workers and representatives of the 
business sector though the Proñino Movistar Program, which is aimed at stopping child labor and 
strengthening the permanence of children in schools. 




