
 

 

    

   

     
      
      
      
      

 
 

   
   
   
   

     
    

    
       

       
     

 
 

        
    
    

  
  

  
  
    

        

           

        
        

    
          

       
      

     
     
 

 
     

       
     
         

        

      
      

        
        

         
 

 
        

        
         

         
        
        

      
 

      
      

    
     

        
        

       
       

       
    

 
         

     
        

       
      

         

         
        

      
           

          
          

        
        

            
        

         
        

         
     

Lebanon
 

Selected Statistics and Indicators 

on Child Labor
2143 

Population, children, 5-14 years: -
Working children, 5-14 years (%): -
Working boys, 5-14 years (%): -
Working girls, 5-14 years (%): -
Working children by sector, 5-14 years 
(%): 

- Agriculture -
- Manufacturing -
- Services -
- Other -

Minimum age for work: 14 
Compulsory education age: 12 
Free public education: Yes* 
Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 2006: 95.4 
Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2006: 82.9 
School attendance, children 5-14 years 
(%): 

-

Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 2005: 98.6 
ILO Convention 138: 6/10/2003 
ILO Convention 182: 9/11/2001 
CRC: 5/14/1991 
CRCOPAC: No 
CRCOPSC: 11/8/2004 
Palermo: 10/5/2005 
ILO-IPEC participating country: Yes 

*In practice, must pay for various school expenses 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

In Lebanon, children work in the tobacco industry 
and in the informal sectors of the economy, 
including construction, agriculture, mechanics, 
and fisheries. It is reported that some of these 
activities are hazardous and may present a 
danger to children's health, safety, and 
development, particularly in metal works, 
construction, automobile repair, and seasonal 
agriculture.2144 

Non-Lebanese children, particularly boys from 
Syria and Palestinian boys living in Lebanese 
refugee camps, constitute approximately 85 
percent of children working on the street.2145 The 
most common types of street work are selling 

goods, shoe polishing, and washing car 
windshields.2146 Forty-seven percent of working 
street children who participated in a 2004 study 
conducted by the Ministry of Labor (MOL) were 
forced by adults to work long hours on the 
streets.2147 

Children who were most vulnerable to child labor 
were reported to be Lebanese children from poor 
families in rural areas of the country and children 
who were foreign nationals in urban centers.2148 A 
2007 study by a Lebanese NGO, in partnership 
with ILO, reported high rates of children’s work 
on tobacco plantations in South Lebanon.2149 

Lebanese children are trafficked internally for 
forced labor in metal works, construction, 
agriculture, and commercial sexual 
exploitation.2150 Child prostitution, including 
situations in which girls have been forced into 
prostitution by their own families, as well as 
children who have been sexually exploited by 
organized criminal gangs, have been reported to 
the UN Special Rapporteur of the UN 
Commission on Human Rights.2151 

While children are not known to participate in the 
Lebanese Armed Forces, Palestinian children 
living in refugee camps in Lebanon have been 
reported to be involved with various Palestinian 
armed groups operating in the country.2152 

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The law sets the minimum age for employment at 
14 years and prohibits work that could be 
potentially hazardous for individuals under 17 
years. 2153 Children 14 to 18 years of age may not 
work more than 6 hours per day, require 1 hour 
of rest for work that is more than 4 continuous 
hours, must have a 13-hour period of rest 
between workdays, and may not work between 7 
p.m. and 7 a.m. In addition, children ages 14 to 17 
years must pass a medical examination to ensure 
that they can undertake the work in which they 
are to be engaged, and the prospective employer 
must request the child’s identity card to verify his 
or her date of birth.2154 
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Vocational training establishments may be 
permitted to employ children who are 13 years of 
age pending approval from both MOL and the 
Public Health Services.2155 

Youth under 16 years are prohibited from 
working in dangerous environments that threaten 
their life, health, or morals.2156 Industrial work 
and work such as mining and quarrying, 
manufacturing or selling alcohol, work with 
chemicals or explosives, and work in tanneries or 
with machinery are not permitted for children 
under 16 years.2157 

There are no laws specifically prohibiting 
trafficking or forced labor; however, various laws 
are used to address such offenses.2158 Sexual 
exploitation is prohibited per the Lebanese Penal 
Code, and the law punishes any person who 
instigates the prostitution of a person under 21 
years and any person who gains financial benefit 
from the prostitution of others with imprisonment 
from 6 months to 2 years.2159 According to the 
Lebanese Penal Code, any person who deprives 
another person of his or her personal liberty by 
abduction or any other means will be sentenced to 
hard labor. This penalty increases to life in prison 
with hard labor if the period of deprivation 
exceeds 1 month or if the victim suffers any 
physical or moral harm.2160 

The minimum age for voluntary recruitment into 
the Armed Forces is 18 years for soldiers, non
commissioned personnel, and officers.2161 

MOL is responsible for the enforcement of child 
labor laws.2162 According to USDOS, enforcement 
of the laws has improved slightly in recent 
years. 2163 There is a Labor Inspection Team, 
composed of 48 full-time labor inspectors and 46 
assistants nationwide. However, according to 
USDOS, MOL’s Child Labor Unit continued to lack 
adequate personnel and resources, which limited its 
ability to enforce the law.2164 

In a 2008 assessment by the Ministry of Justice of 
Lebanon, 38 children were reported to have been 
known or suspected victims of trafficking. 
However, no official cases have been identified or 
prosecuted under Lebanese law as such.2165 

Current Government Policies and Programs 
to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child 
Labor 

In 2008, the Higher Council for Childhood, part of 
the Ministry of Social Affairs, held a number of 
awareness campaigns and training sessions 
targeting child labor related issues.2166 

Additionally, in March and April 2008, the 
Internal Security Forces (ISF) and the Surete 
General investigators participated in four training 
seminars with Caritas and the International 
Catholic Migration Commission on human rights, 
trafficking issues, and international conventions 
on trafficking. ISF cadets were also trained in 
identifying and assisting trafficking victims 
through part of the U.S. Embassy’s USD 68 
million program of assistance.2167 

From 2004 through 2008, the Government of 
Lebanon participated in a USDOL-funded 
USD 3 million regional project implemented by 
ILO-IPEC that sought to harmonize legislative 
framework with international standards on child 
labor, build capacity of national institutions, raise 
awareness on the negative consequences of child 
labor, and implement effective interventions to 
withdraw and prevent children from exploitative 
labor practices. Through these activities, the 
project withdrew or prevented 4,149 children 
from engaging in the worst forms of child 
labor.2168 

During that same time period, the Government 
also participated in a USD 8.4 million 
sub-regional project funded by USDOL and 
implemented by CHF International to combat 
child labor through education in Lebanon and 
Yemen. This project withdrew 1,994 children and 
prevented 6,958 children from entering exploitive 
child labor through formal and informal 
education programs in Lebanon.2169 

Currently, funding from the Italian Development 
Cooperation Office has enabled ILO to implement 
a 2-year program entitled “Strengthening 
National Action to Combat the Worst Forms of 
Child Labor in Lebanon.” The project, working 
with MOL and other stakeholders, targets north 
Lebanon and the Biq’a with the primary objective 
of withdrawal and prevention from exploitive 
and hazardous work.2170 
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2143 For statistical data not cited here, see the Data 
Sources and Definitions section. For ratifications and 
ILO-IPEC membership, see the Introduction. For 
minimum age for admission to work, see Government 
of Lebanon, Code du travail- Travail des enfants, Law No. 
536, (July 24, 1996), article 22; available from 
http://www.lebaneselaws.com/. See also U.S. 
Embassy- Beirut, reporting, January 9, 2009, para 4. For 
age to which education is compulsory and free public 
education, see U.S. Department of State, "Lebanon," in 
Country Reports on Human Rights Practices- 2007, 
Washington, DC, March 11, 2008, section 5; available 
from http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2007/ 
100600.htm. 
2144 U.S. Department of State, "Lebanon," in Country 
Reports on Human Rights Practices- 2008, Washington, 
DC, February 25, 2009; available from 
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2008/nea/11 
9120.htm. See also International Bureau for Children's 
Rights, Making Children's Rights Work: Country Profile 
on Lebanon, Montreal, 2006, 7-8; available from 
http://www.ibcr.org/Publications/CRC/Draft_CP_A 
sia/LebanonPDF.pdf. 
2145 U.S. Embassy- Beirut, reporting, November 23, 2007, 
para 8. 
2146 U.S. Department of State, "Country Reports- 2008: 
Lebanon," section 6d. 
2147 U.S. Embassy- Beirut, reporting, November 23, 2007, 
para 8. 
2148 Mike Sergeant, "Lebanon's Vulnerable Child 
Workers," BBC News (Tripoli), 2008; available from 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/middle_ 
east/7289634.stm. See also U.S. Embassy- Beirut, 
reporting, November 23, 2007, para 8. See also Ministry 
of Justice Government of Lebanon, Measures to prevent 
and combat trafficking in human beings: Lebanon country 
assessment, May 2008, 48-49; available from 
http://www.unodc.org/documents/human
trafficking/Lebanon-HTreport-Oct08.pdf. 
2149 Partners for Development-Civil Group, Baseline 
Study on Education and Child Labour Risks on Tobacco 
Plantations, July 2007, 23. 
2150 U.S. Department of State, "Lebanon (Tier 2)," in 
Trafficking in Persons Report- 2008, Washington, DC, 
June 4, 2008; available from 
http://www.state.gov/g/tip/rls/tiprpt/2008/105388. 
htm. 
2151 UNHCR, Expert on Trafficking in Persons Ends Visit to 
Lebanon, Press Release, Geneva, September 15, 2005; 
available from http://www.unhchr.ch/huricane/ 
huricane.nsf/0/5F43BE66EDB9D815C125707E0024083 
7?opendocument. 

2152 Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers, 
"Lebanon," in Child Soldiers Global Report 2008, London, 
2008, 2-4; available from 
http://www.childsoldiersglobalreport.org. See also 
UN Security Council, Report of the Secretary-General on 
Children and Armed Conflict New York, December 21, 
2007, paras 59 and 60; available from 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWfiles2007.nsf/filesb 
yrwdocunidfilename/egua-7bbtf3
full_report.pdf/$file/full_report.pdf. 
2153 Government of Lebanon, Code du travail, articles 22
23. See also U.S. Embassy- Beirut, reporting, November
 
23, 2007, para 5. See also U.S. Embassy- Beirut,
 
reporting, January 9, 2009, para 4.
 
2154 Ibid., articles 21-24. See also U.S. Embassy- Beirut,
 
reporting, November 23, 2007, para 5.
 
2155 Government of Lebanon, Code du travail, article 25.
 
2156 Ibid., article 23.
 
2157 Ibid. See also Annex No. 1 as cited in Government
 
of Lebanon, Report of the Government of Lebanon on
 
Efforts by GSP Beneficiary Countries to Eliminate Worst
 
Forms of Child Labour, submitted in response to U.S.
 
Department of Labor Federal Register Notice
 
(November 8, 2007) "Request for Information on
 
Efforts by Certain Countries to Eliminate the Worst
 
Forms of Child Labor", Beirut, December 21, 2007.
 
2158 U.S. Department of State, "Country Reports- 2008:
 
Lebanon," section 5.
 
2159 Government of Lebanon, Measures to prevent and
 
combat trafficking in human beings: Lebanon country
 
assessment, 15.
 
2160 Ibid., 13.
 
2161 Government of Lebanon Ministry of National
 
Defense Army Command, Email communication to
 
U.S. Department of State official, June 21, 2009.
 
2162 U.S. Embassy- Beirut, reporting, November 23, 2007,
 
para 10. See also U.S. Department of State, "Country
 
Reports- 2008: Lebanon," section 6d.
 
2163 U.S. Department of State, "Country Reports- 2008:
 
Lebanon," section 6d. See also U.S. Embassy- Beirut,
 
reporting, November 23, 2007, para 10.
 
2164 U.S. Embassy- Beirut, reporting, January 9, 2009, para
 
8. See also U.S. Embassy- Beirut, reporting, November 
23, 2007, para 9. 
2165 Government of Lebanon, Measures to prevent and 
combat trafficking in human beings: Lebanon country 
assessment, 3. 
2166 U.S. Embassy- Beirut, reporting, January 9, 2009, para 
9.
 
2167 U.S. Embassy- Beirut, reporting, February 13, 2009,
 
para 4.
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2168 ILO-IPEC, Supporting the National Policy and 
Programme Framework (NPPF) for the Elimination of the 
Worst Forms of Child Labour (WFCL) in Lebanon and 
Yemen, Final Technical Progress Report, Beirut, August 
2008, 6-7, 49. 
2169 CHF International, Alternatives to Combat Child Labor 
through Educational and Sustainable Services in the Middle 

East and North Africa Region (ACCESS-MENA) Final 
Report, Beirut, August 2008, 24. 
2170 U.S. Embassy- Beirut, reporting, January 9, 2009, para 
17. 

Lesotho
 

Selected Statistics and Indicators 

on Child Labor
2171 

Population, children, 5-14 years, 
2000: 

443,297 

Working children, 5-14 years (%), 
2000: 

28.1 

Working boys, 5-14 years (%), 2000: 31.3 
Working girls, 5-14 years (%), 2000: 25.0 
Working children by sector, 5-14 
years (%): 

- Agriculture -
- Manufacturing -
- Services -
- Other -

Minimum age for work: 15 
Compulsory education age: Not 

compulsory 
Free public education: Yes* 
Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 
2006: 

114.4 

Net primary enrollment rate (%), 
2005: 

72.4 

School attendance, children 5-14 
years (%), 2000: 

80.7 

Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 2005: 73.7 
ILO Convention 138: 6/14/2001 
ILO Convention 182: 6/14/2001 
CRC: 3/10/1992 
CRCOPAC: 9/24/2003 
CRCOPSC: 9/24/2003 
Palermo: 9/24/2003 
ILO-IPEC participating country: Associated 

*In practice, must pay for various school expenses 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

In Lesotho, boys as young as 5 years of age herd 
livestock, either for their families or through an 

arrangement in which they are hired out by their 
parents.2172 Boys also work as load bearers, car 
washers, and taxi fare collectors. Some girls also 
engage in herding. They are also employed as 
domestic servants, in some cases working up to 
16 hours daily.2173 According to a 2006 report 
jointly published by the ILO and the Government 
of Lesotho’s Ministry of Employment and Labor, 
domestic servants are sexually exploited.2174 

Children work as street vendors, where they are 
exposed to inclement weather, long hours, and 
pressure to participate in illegal activities.2175 

Children are also involved in commercial sexual 
exploitation.2176 

Children in Lesotho are trafficked internationally 
to South Africa, Zimbabwe, and Zambia for 
sexual exploitation.2177 Children are also trafficked 
internally to work as herders. Boys are trafficked 
internally to work as street vendors, and girls for 
domestic work and commercial sexual 
exploitation.2178 South African boys are also 
trafficked to Lesotho to work as herders.2179 

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The law sets the minimum age for employment at 
15 years, although children 13 to 15 years may 
perform light work in a home-based environment, 
technical school, or other institution approved by 
the Government. Children of any age may work 
for their family in a private undertaking, 
provided there are no more than five other 
employees and all are members of the child’s 
family.2180 Persons under 16 years may not work 
for more than 4 consecutive hours without a 
break of at least 1 hour and may not work more 
than 8 hours in any 1 day. Working children, 
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