Costa Rica

Selected Statistics and Indicators

on Child Labor™

Population, children, 12-14 years, 2004: 264,993
Working children, 12-14 years (%), 2004: 5.7
Working boys, 12-14 years (%), 2004: 8.1
Working girls, 12-14 years (%), 2004: 3.5
Working children by sector, 12-14 years
(%), 2004:

- Agriculture 40.3

- Manufacturing 9.5

- Services 49.0

- Other 1.3
Minimum age for work: 15
Compulsory education age: 15
Free public education: Yes*
Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 2007: 110.2
Net primary enrollment rate (%): -
School attendance, children 5-14 years 91.2
(%), 2004:
Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 2006: 87.6
ILO Convention 138: 6/11/1976
ILO Convention 182: 9/10/2001
CRC: 8/21/1990
CRCOPAC: 1/24/2003
CRCOPSC: 4/9/2002
Palermo: 9/9/2003
ILO-IPEC participating country: Yes

*In practice, must pay for various school expenses
Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In Costa Rica, children work in agriculture,
forestry, hunting, fishing, trade, industry, and
services.” Children work in the production of
bananas, coffee, and sugarcane.™ Some
indigenous children from Panama migrate
seasonally to Costa Rica with their families and
work in agriculture.™ Children work collecting
mollusks, selling goods, and producing fireworks;
they also work in domestic service, family-owned
businesses, construction, transportation, and
garbage dumps.™

According to the National Institute for Children
(PANI), commercial sexual exploitation of
children is a problem in Costa Rica.”" Children
are trafficked within the country for sexual
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exploitation and forced labor. The Costa Rican
Government identified child sex tourism as a
serious problem, and girls are trafficked into the
country from other countries for commercial
sexual exploitation.”

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The law sets the minimum age for employment at
15 years.” Minors under 18 years are prohibited
from working at night; in mines, quarries, and
other dangerous places; where alcohol is sold;
and in activities where they are responsible for
their own or others’ safety. They are also not
allowed to work with dangerous equipment,
contaminated substances, or excessive noise.”
Employers of youth 15 to 17 years must maintain
a child labor registry. Violations of minimum age
and child labor standards are punishable by
fines.”

Costa Rican laws on work hours state that minors
15 to 17 years are prohibited from working for
more than 6 hours a day or 36 hours a week.”
Children may work longer hours in agriculture
and ranching.” When PANI determines that
child labor is performed to meet the family’s basic
needs, economic assistance must be provided to
the family.™

Slave labor is prohibited under the law.” Costa
Rica does not have armed forces, and the
minimum age for recruitment to the police force is
18 years.” The penalty for paid sexual relations
with a minor under 13 years is 4 to 10 years in
prison; if the victim is 13 to 15 years, it is 3 to 8
years of imprisonment; and if the victim is 15 to
18 years, then it is 2 to 6 years of incarceration.™
The penalty for profiting economically from the
prostitution of a minor under 13 years is 4 to 10
years in prison, and it is 3 to 9 years if the victim
is 13 to 18 years of age.™ The production of
pornographic materials with minors is punishable
by 3 to 8 years in prison. The penalty for
possession of pornography involving minors is 6
months to 2 years.”” The penalty for promoting,
facilitating, or aiding the trafficking of minors for



commercial sexual exploitation or slave labor is 4
. . 1004
to 10 years in prison.

The Inspections Directorate of the Ministry of
Labor is responsible for investigating child labor
violations and enforcing child labor laws. The
Ministry currently employs 90 labor inspectors
who investigate all types of labor violations,
including child labor violations.”” USDOS has
stated that enforcement of child labor laws in the
informal sector is limited by a lack of resources.™
The Office for the Eradication of Child Labor and
Protection of the Adolescent Worker (OATIA)
employed nine professionals to help coordinate
policy and actions taken by other agencies to
combat child labor."™”

PANI, the Special Prosecutor for Domestic
Violence and Sexual Crimes, and various
ministries are responsible for preventing and
prosecuting crimes involving commercial sexual
exploitation of children. PANI leads public
awareness campaigns and provides assistance to
minors involved in  commercial sexual
exploitation.”™  The Government conducts
training on trafficking in persons for police
officers, immigration officials, and national health
workers.””

Current Government Policies and Programs
to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child
Labor

The National Agenda for Children and
Adolescents 2000-2010 includes strategies to
prevent and eliminate the worst forms of child
labor.” In addition, the Government of Costa
Rica supports the Second National Action Plan for
the Prevention and Eradication of Child Labor
and Special Protection of Adolescent Workers
2005-2010 (SNPA). In January 2009, a revised
SNPA was published that incorporated new
government programs and priorities that
specifically address the root causes of child labor
and offer educational opportunities.”’ The third
National Plan to Eradicate Commercial Sexual
Exploitation of Children (2008-2010) aims to raise
awareness, increase institutional capacity to
address risk factors in target regions and
populations, develop mechanisms to guarantee
victims” access to psychosocial services,
strengthen the judicial system to defend victims’
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rights, and create mechanisms to strengthen the
National Commission against Commercial Sexual
Exploitation of Children and Adolescents.”” An
inter-institutional protocol was published in April
2008 to improve national coordination to address
underage workers.”” The Government supports
public campaigns aimed at reducing child sex
tourism and commercial sexual exploitation; it
also supports a national hotline that is publicized
through the media."”™

Since 2006, the Costa Rican Government has been
carrying out “Avancemos” (Let’'s Get Ahead), a
conditional ~cash transfer program that
encourages low-income children to remain in
school or return to school.”” As of October 2008,
more than 130,000 beneficiaries were enrolled in
the program, with about 75 percent under 18
years. Approximately 42 percent of the
beneficiaries lived in rural areas, while 58 percent
were from urban areas.

The Government participates in several other
projects throughout the country aimed to
eliminate child labor, improve living and working
conditions of indigenous and migrant groups,
and protect at-risk children and adolescents.””
One such project aims to improve the living and
working conditions of indigenous and migrant
families during the coffee harvest seasons.
Further, the Ministry of Agriculture and OATIA
have worked in collaboration with a sugarcane
producers  association (ASOPRODUCE) to
eliminate child labor in sugarcane production in
the communities of Mora and Puriscal.””

The Government of Costa Rica also participated
in regional projects funded by USDOL, including
a 7-year USD8.8 million regional project
implemented by ILO-IPEC which concluded in
April 2009 and sought to combat commercial
sexual exploitation through a variety of activities,
including capacity building and legal reform. In
addition, the project targeted 713 children for
withdrawal and 657 children for prevention from
commercial sexual exploitation in Central
America.”” The Government participated in a 4-
year USD 5.7 million Child Labor Education
Initiative regional project implemented by CARE
that worked to strengthen the capacity of the
Government and civil society to combat child



labor through education and withdrew or
prevented 4,105 children from exploitive child
labor."™

The Costa Rican Government also participated in
a regional ILO-IPEC project that ended in August
2008 and was funded by the Government of
Canada to prevent and combat the worst forms of
child labor by strengthening the country’s labor
ministry.”” In addition, the Government of Costa
Rica participates in a Phase III USD 3.3 million
regional project to eradicate child labor in Latin
America, funded by the Government of Spain and
implemented by ILO-IPEC."™

* For statistical data not cited here, see the Data
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Cote d’'Ivoire

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In Cote d’Ivoire, many children work in
agriculture on family farms and on rubber, cotton,
palm, cocoa, coffee, rice, and commercial fruit
plantations (such as banana, pineapple, and
papaya plantations).” Children are also engaged
in fishing and animal husbandry.”™ In the urban
informal sector, children work as street vendors,
shoe shiners, errand runners, car washers and
watchers, as food sellers in street restaurants, and
in public works construction."”

According to a 2007 survey led by Tulane
University and implemented by The National
School of Statistics and Applied Economics in
Cote d’Ivoire, many children (estimated at 1.36
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million) work in the cocoa sector. According to
the survey, many of these children work under
hazardous conditions, such as carrying heavy
loads, spraying pesticides, clearing land, and
burning vegetation, are immigrants from
neighboring countries, particularly Burkina Faso;
do not attend school (49 percent); and report
limited access to intervention projects that
provide assistance to children (98 percent of
children surveyed)."” Studies conducted by the
Ivorian Government in 2005, 2007, and 2008
substantiate many of Tulane University’s
findings.""” In addition, the independent
verification assessment of the Government’s 2008
certification survey results further substantiates
Tulane University’s findings."™
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