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Ecuador Asume Liderazgo en Suramérica para la Protección
 
de Menores Jóvenes, November 18, 2008; available from
 
http://www.turismo.gov.ec/index.php?option=com_
 
content&task=view&id=885&Itemid=43.
 
528 U.S. Embassy - Brasilia, reporting, January 16, 2009.
 
529 ILO-IPEC Geneva official, E-mail communication,
 
December 18, 2008.
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Humanos, [online] [cited February 6 2009]; available
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Burkina Faso
 

Selected Statistics and Indicators 

on Child Labor
533 

Population, children, 5-14 years, 2003: 3,462,184 
Working children, 5-14 years (%), 2003: 47.0 
Working boys, 5-14 years (%), 2003: 46.4 
Working girls, 5-14 years (%), 2003: 47.7 
Working children by sector, 5-14 years 
(%), 2003: 

- Agriculture 97.4 
- Manufacturing 0.4 
- Services 2.0 
- Other 0.2 

Minimum age for work: 15 
Compulsory education age: 16 
Free public education: Yes* 
Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 
2007: 

65.3 

Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2006: 46.9 
School attendance, children 5-14 years 
(%), 2003: 

27.2 

Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 2006: 80.6 
ILO Convention 138: 2/11/1999 
ILO Convention 182: 7/25/2001 
CRC: 8/31/1990 
CRCOPAC: 7/6/2007 
CRCOPSC: 3/31/2006 
Palermo: 5/15/2002 
ILO-IPEC participating country: Yes 

*In practice, must pay for various school expenses. 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

The majority of economically active children in 
Burkina Faso are found in agriculture and stock-
raising, often working on family farms, and in 
some cases as paid laborers.534 Children work 
throughout the farming process, sowing, 
weeding, and harvesting diverse products such as 
beans, cereal, and groundnuts. In addition, many 
children work on cotton farms where they may be 
exposed to harmful pesticides.535 Children work 
in hazardous conditions in quarries and in the 
mining sector, especially in gold mines where 
gold-washing may expose children to mercury.536 

Children, particularly girls, also work as hawkers 
or domestic servants.537 Such children, street 
children, and those children working in the 
informal sector, including as beggars, are also 
engaged in commercial sexual exploitation.538 

The practice of sending boys to Koranic teachers 
to receive education, which may include a 
vocational or apprenticeship component, is a 
tradition in various countries, including Burkina 
Faso.539 While some boys receive lessons, others 
are forced by their teachers to beg and surrender 
the money that they have earned or to work in 
fields.540 Forced begging under the guise of 
religion is increasingly prevalent, as is the 
number of street children in urban areas, some as 

541 young as seven. 

Burkina Faso is a destination, transit, and source 
country for children trafficked for the purpose of 
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forced labor and commercial sexual 
exploitation.542 Children are primarily trafficked 
within Burkina Faso, from rural areas to urban 
areas, to work in domestic service, prostitution, in 
street vending, and quarries; and increasingly to 
the western regions, to work in mining and 
agriculture, particularly cotton.543 Children from 
western and northwestern Burkina Faso, 
especially from the Dogon, Samo, and Dafing 
ethnic groups, are at higher risk of being 
trafficked.544 Trafficking hubs in Burkina Faso 
include the Sahel in the north, Boucle du Mouhon 
in the west, and Tapoa and Gnagnan provinces in 
the east.545 Children are trafficked into Burkina 
Faso from Nigeria and Togo for forced labor in 
mining, agriculture, and domestic service.546 

Burkina Faso is also a transit country for children 
trafficked from Togo, Mali, and Benin.547 Children 
from Burkina Faso are trafficked into Benin, Côte 
d’Ivoire, Gabon, Ghana, Niger, Nigeria, Togo, and 
especially to Mali to work in rice fields.548 

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The Labor Code sets the minimum age for 
employment at 16 years.549 Children of less than 
18 years are prohibited from working at night, 
although children 16 years or older may do so in a 
case of force majeure.550 A decree lists the types of 
work and enterprises in which children are 
forbidden to work, such as work with explosives 
or, for children less than 16 years, work in mines. 
This decree also establishes parameters for 
acceptable work, such as the amount of weight 
that children 14 to 15 years and 16 to 18 years may 
transport.551 Under the law, children and 
adolescents less than 20 years are prohibited from 
work that could harm their reproductive 
abilities.552 Violations of minimum age laws are 
subject to a fine and imprisonment of up to 
3 years for a first offense and imprisonment of up 
to 5 years for a subsequent offense.553 

The Labor Code defines and prohibits the worst 
forms of child labor, including slavery, debt 
bondage, indebted servitude, forced labor, 
prostitution, children used in armed conflicts, 
children used in illicit activities, and any work 
that is by its nature harmful to the health of a 
child.554 Slavery and slavery-like practices, 
inhumane and cruel treatment, and physical or 
emotional abuse of children are also forbidden by 

the Constitution.555 A new law enacted in May 
2008 prohibits trafficking in persons for purposes 
of forced labor, slavery, servitude, and sexual 
exploitation and expands the definition of child 
labor to include begging and domestic service. 
The penalty is set at 5 to 10 years of 
imprisonment, with an increased penalty of 10 to 
20 years of imprisonment if the victim is a minor 
of no more than 15 years or a sentence of life 
imprisonment if the trafficking resulted in the 
death or permanent mutilation of the victim.556 

These penalties also apply to violations of laws 
prohibiting the worst forms of child labor.557 

The Penal Code also makes it an offense to 
encourage or employ children in begging. Such 
acts are subject to sentences of imprisonment for 
periods of 6 months to 2 years.558 This law also 
forbids any involvement in prostitution and 
explicitly prohibits the debauchery or corruption 
of a minor. Under this law, such violations are 
punishable by 2 to 5 years of imprisonment and 
fines.559 The minimum age for voluntary 
recruitment into the military is 20 years.560 

The Ministry of Labor and Social Security and the 
Ministry of Social Action and National Solidarity 
are responsible for enforcing child labor laws.561 

Labor inspectors, police, and customs service 
agents share responsibility for investigating child 
labor violations. Burkina Faso employs 39 labor 
inspectors, 1 of whom coordinates child labor 
issues in each region.562 In 2008, security forces 
arrested 40 child traffickers, 16 of whom were 
cleared of all charges, while others were 
sentenced to varying prison terms.563 

Burkina Faso was 1 of 24 countries to adopt the 
Multilateral Cooperative Agreement to Combat 
Trafficking in Persons and the Joint Plan of Action 
against Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women 
and Children, in West and Central African 
Regions.564 As part of the regional Multilateral 
Cooperation Agreement to Combat Trafficking in 
Persons, the Government of Burkina Faso agreed 
to investigate and prosecute trafficking 
offenders; to rehabilitate and reintegrate 
trafficking victims; and to assist fellow signatory 
countries to implement these measures under 
the Agreement.565 
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Current Government Policies and Programs 
to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child 
Labor 

In March 2008, the Government of Burkina Faso 
finalized its National Employment Policy and 
Action Plan, which includes specific provisions 
aimed at linking the National Employment Plan 
and the fight against exploitive child labor.566 

Specific actions will promote training and 
apprenticeships for children working in mines, 
quarries, domestic service, agriculture or pastoral 
sectors, and the informal sector, in order to 
remove them from exploitive forms of work.567 In 
May 2008, the Government of Burkina Faso 
ratified the African Charter on the Rights and 
Welfare of the Child, which includes provisions 
against child labor.568 Additionally, in May 2008, 
the Government passed a new Labor Code that 
raises the minimum age of employment from 15 
to 16 years.569 

The Government of Burkina Faso continues to 
implement a 2007 National Action Plan against 
Trafficking in Persons under its National Social 
Action Policy.570 The Ministries of Social Action, 
Labor and Social Security, Health, Justice, Foreign 
Affairs, Human Rights, Decentralization, and 
Basic Education are all involved in anti-trafficking 
efforts under the lead of the Ministry of Social 
Action.571 In May 2008, a new trafficking law was 
passed increasing the penalties associated with 
trafficking and worst forms of child labor, and 
expanding the definition of exploitive child 
labor.572 

The Government cooperates with NGOs and 
international organizations to reintegrate child 
trafficking victims. The Government also 
supports Vigilance and Surveillance Committees 
throughout the country and has trained them on 
how to identify and assist trafficking victims.573 

According to USDOS, the Ministry of Social 
Action’s Directorate for Child Protection and 
Fight against Violence against Children collects 
statistics on these committees, reporting that such 
committees had intercepted approximately 591 
trafficked children in 2008.574 

The Ministry of Employment and Youth, in 
partnership with IPEC, organized workshops on 
vocational training, and in partnership with the 

Gold Mining Company Field Burkina SA, 
organized training in masonry, carpentry, and 
some other trades as a means of withdrawing or 
preventing children from artisanal gold mining.575 

The Government has worked with a committee of 
Government representatives, Islamic associations, 
and other partner organizations to develop 
strategies to combat child begging.576 

The Government continues to participate in a 
USD 3-year, 3 million USDOL-funded regional 
ILO-IPEC project to combat child labor in small-
scale gold mining. The project targets 1,500 
children to be withdrawn and 2,500 children to be 
prevented from exploitive work in gold mining in 
Burkina Faso and Niger.577 

The Government of Burkina Faso is participating 
in a 3-year, USD 4.8 million regional ILO-IPEC 
project, funded by the Government of France, 
which runs until December 31, 2009, and includes 
vocational training and apprenticeship 
programming.578 

533 For statistical data not cited here, see the Data 
Sources and Definitions section. For ratifications and 
ILO-IPEC membership, see the Introduction. For 
minimum age for admission to work, see Government 
of Burkina Faso, Loi n° 028-2008/AN portant code du 
travail au Burkina Faso, (May 13, 2008), article 152. For 
age to which education is compulsory, see 
Government of Burkina Faso, Loi n° 13-96 ADP du 9 
mai portant loi d'orientation de l'éducation, (May 9, 1996), 
article 2. For free public education, see Government of 
Burkina Faso, Loi n° 13-2007-065 AN du 30 juillet 2007 
portant loi d'orientation de l'éducation, (September 5, 
2007), article 6. See also Government of Burkina Faso, 
Efforts to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor, 
January 26, 2009. See also U.S. Department of State, 
"Burkina Faso," in Country Reports on Human Rights 
Practices- 2008, Washington, DC, February 25, 2009, 
section 5; available from http://www.state.gov/g/ 
drl/rls/hrrpt/2008/af/118988.htm. 
534 ILO Committee of Experts, Individual Direct Request, 
Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138) Burkina Faso 
(ratification: 1999), [online] 2008 [cited January 27, 
2009], article 2, para 1; available from 
http://www.ilo.org/ilolex/cgi-lex/pdconv.pl?host= 
status01&textbase=iloeng&document=21586&chapter= 
9&query=%28burkina+faso%29+%40ref&highlight=&q 
uerytype=bool&context=0. See also Kristoffel Lieten et 
al., "Burkina Faso" Education in Rural Area: Obstacles 
and Relevance, International Research on Working 
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Children, 2007, 48-49; available from 
http://www.childlabour.net/docs/Education%20sum 
maries_Final_21NOV2007_colour%20version%20for%2 
0website.pdf. 
535 Albertine de Lange, "Going to Kompienga" A Study on 
Child Labour Migration and Trafficking in Burkina Faso's 
South-Eastern Cotton Sector International Research on 
Working Children, 2006, 23, 26, 27; available from 
http://www.childlabour.net/docs/ 
albertinedelange_trafficking_burkina_FINAL_19
09.pdf. 
536 ILO Committee of Experts, Individual Direct Request 
C138: Burkina Faso, article 1, para 2 and article 2, para 
1. See also UNICEF, Burkina Faso : 190 enfants retirés du 
travail grâce à un programme Unicef, [online] June 11, 
2007 [cited January 27, 2009]; available from 
http://www.unicef.fr/accueil/sur-le-terrain/pays/ 
afrique-de-l-ouest-et-centrale/burkina
faso/var/lang/FR/rub/181/method/print/articles/4 
915.html#. See also ILO Committee of Experts, 
Individual Observation concerning Worst Forms of Child 
Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182) Burkina Faso 
(ratification: 2001), [online] 2008 [cited January 27, 
2009], section 2; available from 
http://www.ilo.org/ilolex/cgi-lex/pdconv.pl?host= 
status01&textbase=iloeng&document=10380&chapter= 
6&query=%28burkina+faso%29+%40ref&highlight=&q 
uerytype=bool&context=0. See also ILO-IPEC, Child 
Labour in Gold Mining: The Problem, Geneva, June 2006; 
available from http://www.ilo.org/ipec/areas/ 
Miningandquarrying/MoreaboutCLinmining/lang-
en/index.htm. 
537 ILO Committee of Experts, Individual Observation 
C182: Burkina Faso, section 2, clause e. See also ILO
IPEC, Hazardous Child Domestic Work: A Briefing Sheet, 
Briefing Sheet, Geneva, 2007; available from 
http://www.ilo.org/ipecinfo/product/viewProduct.d 
o;?productId=4044. See also Kristoffel Lieten et al., 
Education in Rural Areas, 49. 
538 Government of Burkina Faso- Ministère de l’Action 
Sociale et de La Solidarité Nationale, 3ème ET 4ème 
Rapports Périodiques du Burkina Faso sur la Mise en 
Œuvre de la Convention Relative aux Droits de l’Enfant: 
1999-2006, [online] December 2006 [cited January 27, 
2009], 96; available from 
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/docs/A 
dvanceVersions/CRC.C.BFA.4_fr.doc. See also 
UNICEF, UNICEF Burkina Faso - Good Practice: 
Committed to Curbing Sexual Exploitation of Children, 
[online] [cited January 27, 2009]; available from 
www.unicef.org/wcaro/wcaro_WCIII_good_practice_ 
Burkina_Faso.pdf. 
539 ILO-IPEC, Rapport du Forum Sous Regional sur la 
Migration des Enfants 'un Risque à la Traite et à 
l'Exploitation' - Quels Enjeux Pour les Enfants Talibés, 
Segou, April 2007. See also Peter Easton et al., Research 

Studies Series no. 8, International Working Group on 
Nonformal Education of the Association for the 
Development of Education in Africa, May 1997; 
available from http://www.adeanet.org/wgnfe/ 
publications/abel/abel2.html. See also Peter Easton, 
"Education and Koranic Literacy in West Africa," IK 
Notes no. 11 (August 1999), 1 and 3; available from 
http://www.worldbank.org/afr/ik/iknt11.pdf. 
540 IOM, Traditional Practices Being Abused to Exploit 
Children in West Africa, Warns IOM, [online] 2006 [cited 
January 26, 2009]; available from 
http://www.iom.int/jahia/Jahia/newsArticleAF/cac 
he/offonce?entryId=12007. See also Save the Children 
- Canada, Training and Education Against Trafficking 
(TREAT), Technical Progress Report, Toronto, August 
7, 2007, 33. 
541 Government of Burkina Faso- Ministère de l’Action 
Sociale et de La Solidarité Nationale, Third and Fourth 
Periodic Report on CRC: 1999-2006, 97. See also ILO 
Committee of Experts, Individual Direct Request 
concerning Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 
(No. 182) Burkina Faso (ratification: 2001), [online] 2008 
[cited January 27, 2009], section 2; available from 
http://www.ilo.org/ilolex/cgi
lex/pdconv.pl?host=status01&textbase=iloeng&docu 
ment=21844&chapter=9&query=%28burkina+faso%29 
+%40ref&highlight=&querytype=bool&context=0. See 
also Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
"Burkina Faso: Fresh approach to street children", 
IRINnews.org, [online], 2008 [cited January 16, 2009]; 
available from http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx? 
ReportID=78112. 
542 U.S. Department of State, "Burkina Faso (Tier 2)," in 
Trafficking in Persons Report- 2008, Washington, DC, 
June 4, 2008; available from 
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/1056 
56.pdf. See also Brad Kress, Burkina Faso: Testing the 
Tradition of Circular Migration, Migration Policy 
Institute, May 2006, 7; available from 
http://www.migrationinformation.org/Profiles/print. 
cfm?ID=399. 
543 Integrated Regional Information Networks, "Burkina 
Faso: New child trafficking law hard to enforce", 
IRINnews.org, [online], 2008 [cited January 27, 2009]; 
available from 
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportID=785 
70. See also U.S. Department of State, "Trafficking in
 
Persons Report- 2008: Burkina Faso." See also
 
UNICEF, UNICEF Burkina Faso - Child Protection - Child
 
Trafficking, [online] 2008 [cited January 27, 2009];
 
available from www.unicef.org/bfa/english/
 
protection_916.html.
 
544 U.S. Embassy- Ouagadougou, reporting, March 3,
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child trafficking law hard to enforce".
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Burundi
 

Selected Statistics and Indicators 

on Child Labor
579 

Population, children, 5-14 years, 2000: 2,162,500 
Working children, 5-14 years (%), 2000: 31.2 
Working boys, 5-14 years (%), 2000: 32.3 
Working girls, 5-14 years (%), 2000: 30.1 
Working children by sector, 5-14 years 
(%): 

- Agriculture -
- Manufacturing -
- Services -
- Other -

Minimum age for work: 16 
Compulsory education age: 12 
Free public education: Yes 
Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 
2006: 

103.2 

Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2006: 74.6 
School attendance, children 5-14 years 
(%), 2000: 

41.9 

Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 2005: 87.9 
ILO Convention 138: 7/19/2000 
ILO Convention 182: 6/11/2002 
CRC: 10/19/1990 
CRCOPAC: 6/24/2008 
CRCOPSC: 11/6/2007 
Palermo: No 
ILO-IPEC participating country: Associated 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

Children in Burundi work primarily in 
agriculture, herding, fishing, and the informal 

sector.580 A research project in Burundi found that 
children in rural areas are more likely to work 
exclusively and not attend school than those in 
urban areas.581 In urban areas, a large number of 
street children are involved in activities such as 
hawking goods or working as porters, which may 
involve carrying heavy loads.582 Children also 
work long hours as domestic servants, and some 
have reported not being paid wages owed.583 

There have also been reports that children are 
victims of commercial sexual exploitation.584 

The rebel group, Party for the Liberation of the 
Hutu People/National Liberation Front is still 
recruiting and using child soldiers in its camps, 
despite a cease-fire agreement that was signed 
and in effect since 2007.585 

Children in Burundi are trafficked internally for 
the purposes of child soldiering, domestic service, 
and commercial sexual exploitation. Children are 
also reportedly trafficked from Burundi to 
Uganda for commercial sexual exploitation and 
work in agriculture.586 

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The minimum age for employment in Burundi is 
16 years.587 Children 12 to 16 years are permitted 
to engage in light work or apprenticeships that do 
not jeopardize their health, development, or 
ability to attend and benefit from school.588 

Children of less than 16 years may work a 
maximum of 6 hours per day, must have rest 
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