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Bosnia and Herzegovina

Selected Statistics and Indicators

on Child Labor™”

Population, children, 5-14 years, 2006: 496,613
Working children, 5-14 years (%), 2006: 8.9
Working boys, 5-14 years (%), 2006: 9.9
Working girls, 5-14 years (%), 2006: 7.9
Working children by sector, 5-14 years

(0/0)2

- Agriculture -

- Manufacturing -

- Services -

- Other -
Minimum age for work: 15
Compulsory education age: 15
Free public education: Yes*
Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 97.8
2007:

Net primary enrollment rate (%): -
School attendance, children 5-14 years 83.7
(%), 2006:

Survival rate to grade 5 (%): -

ILO Convention 138: 6/2/1993
ILO Convention 182: 10/5/2001
CRC: 9/1/1993**
CRCOPAC: 10/10/2003
CRCOPSC: 9/4/2002
Palermo: 4/24/2002
ILO-IPEC participating country: No

*In practice, must pay for various school expenses
**Succession

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Children in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) work
on construction sites. They also clean cars and
work on the streets."’

There have been reports of ethnic Roma children
being trafficked to serve in begging rings.”” The
majority of Roma children who live or work in the
streets are under 14 years and do not attend
school."

Bosnia and Herzegovina is reported to be
primarily a source of trafficking for women and
girls trafficked within the country for commercial
sexual exploitation and, to much lesser extent for
forced labor.” Victims of trafficking have been
reported as young as 13 years.”

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The 1995 Dayton Agreement established two
distinct entities within BiH: the Federation of
Bosnia and Herzegovina (FBiH) and Republika
Srpska (RS). Later, an international arbitration
tribunal established Brcko District (BD) as a self-
governing territory.” Laws at both the national
level and entity level regulate issues related to
exploitive child labor, with primary responsibility
for labor laws being at the entity level in
compliance with the Constitution."”
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The minimum age for work in FBiH, RS, and BD
is 15 years. Minors aged 15 to 18 years are
prohibited from working at night; night work in
the industrial sector is from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m.” For
FBiH and RS, night work in the non-industrial
sector is from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. Minors are also
prohibited from performing work that endangers
their health or development.” Further, minors
need to provide a health certificate to work.”
Minors in FBiH and RS are prohibited from
working overtime.” The penalty for violating
labor laws is a fine.”” Government officials state
that limited funding and capacity make it difficult
to enforce these laws.™

Forced labor is prohibited by law.” The BiH
Criminal Code dictates a minimum 5-year prison
term for actions that place or keep a minor in
slavery with the intent to exploit labor and
engage in other illegal activities.

Mandatory conscription into the armed forces
was abolished in 2006, and BiH does not permit
voluntary recruitment of individuals younger
than 18 years of age.”™ In FBiH, a parent or
guardian who forces a minor to work in
occupations unsuitable for his or her age, to
engage in excessive work, or to beg may be
punished by a prison term of 3 months to 5
years.” In RS, the crime of involving minors in
the production, sale, or transporting of drugs is
punishable by a prison term of 3 to 15 years.”

The BiH Criminal Code outlaws international
procuring for prostitution and increases penalties
to 1 to 10 years of imprisonment if the victim is a
minor.”” The Criminal Codes of FBiH, RS, and
BD all prohibit inducing, luring, or enabling
another to offer sexual services, with punishments
of a maximum of 12 to 15 years of imprisonment
if the victim is a minor.” FBiH, RS, and BD
penalize the production and distribution of child
pornography with a prison term of 3 to 5 years.””

Trafficking of minors for the purpose of
exploitation is punishable by 5 to 10 years of
imprisonment.** The Government has
established standards of protection and aid to
victims and witnesses of trafficking who are
citizens of BiH."” Provisions for children include
mandatory and immediate reporting of
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exploitative incidences to the appropriate
authorities.”™ The BiH State Prosecutor’s office
has sole jurisdiction over all trafficking cases and
has the authority to decide whether the cases will
be prosecuted at the State level or at the entity
level.”” The Ministry of Security coordinates the
enforcement of anti-trafficking laws at all levels of
government. According to USDOS, there were
reports of public officials” involvement in
trafficking, but these officials were not indicted.”

Current Government Policies and Programs
to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child
Labor

In May 2008, the Council of Ministers adopted the
State Coordinator’s National Action Plan to
Combat Human Trafficking and Illegal Migration
in Bosnia and Herzegovina for 2008-2012."" This
plan establishes measures for victim services,
prosecution, and international cooperation.442

The Government has continued its anti-trafficking
efforts by working with NGOs to provide services
to victims; producing an anti-trafficking manual;
and providing training for police, prosecutors,
and social workers.”

The Government of BiH participated in a USD 2.2
million regional program, funded by the
Government of Germany and implemented by
ILO-IPEC, to combat the worst forms of child
labor. The project was completed in June 2008.*

*® For statistical data not cited here, see the Data

Sources and Definitions section. For ratifications and
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Government Bosnia and Herzegovina, Labor Law of
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which education is compulsory and free public
education, see U.S. Department of State, "Bosnia and
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Practices- 2008, Washington, DC, February 25, 2009,
section 5; available from http://www.state.gov/g/
drl/rls/hrrpt/2008/eur/119071.htm. See also
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Basic Laws and By-Laws Governing the Activity of
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Botswana

Selected Statistics and Indicators

on Child Labor™®

Population, children, 5-14 years:

Working children, 5-14 years (%): -

Working boys, 5-14 years (%): -

Working girls, 5-14 years (%): -

Working children by sector, 5-14 years

(0/0)2

- Agriculture -

- Manufacturing -

- Services -

- Other -
Minimum age for work: 14
Compulsory education age: 15
Free public education: No
Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 107.0
2005:

Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 84.0
School attendance, children 5-14 years -

((70)2

Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 2004: 83.0
ILO Convention 138: 6/5/1997
ILO Convention 182: 1/3/2000
CRC: 3/4/1995*
CRCOPAC: 10/4/2004
CRCOPSC: 9/24/2003*
Palermo: 8/29/2002
ILO-IPEC participating country: Yes

*Accession
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Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Children in Botswana work in agriculture,
predominately in subsistence farming, and as
street vendors, car washers, and scrap metal
collectors.”  Children also work in domestic
service, the performing arts, and family
businesses.”” Boys and girls tend to engage in
different types of work. Boys herd cattle and
other livestock, and girls are employed in
restaurants, nightclubs, and grocery stores.*”
Reports indicate that some children are exploited
in prostitution, particularly in bus and railway
stations, truck stops, and near hotels.”” In
addition, there are unconfirmed reports that
Botswana is a country of transit for East African
children trafficked into South Africa.”™ Some
children are also employed in liquor stores.”

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The law sets the minimum age for basic
employment at 14 years and for hazardous work
at 18years.”™ Under the law, children not
attending school who have reached 14 years may
be employed by family members or, as approved
by the Commissioner of Labor, in light work that
is not harmful to their health and development
for no more than 6 hours per day and 30 hours
per week.” Children, defined as those under 15
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