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Ecuador 

Selected Statistics and Indicators 

on Child Labor
1103

 

Working children, 5-14 years (%), 2004: 10.2 

Working boys, 5-14 years (%), 2004: 12.6 

Working girls, 5-14 years (%), 2004: 7.8 

Working children by sector, 5-14 years 
(%), 2004: 

 

- Agriculture 71 

- Manufacturing 4.5 

- Services 22.9 

- Other 1.6 

Minimum age for work: 15 

Compulsory education age: 17 

Free public education: Yes 

Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 117 

Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 97 

School attendance, children 5-14 years (%), 
2004: 

91.1 

Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 2004: 76 

ILO-IPEC participating country: Yes 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

In Ecuador, the largest percentage of working 
children between the ages of 5 and 17 years are 
found in rural areas of the sierra, or highlands, 
followed by the Amazon, and urban coastal 
areas.1104  In rural and jungle areas, children 
perform agricultural work for their families or 
work in plantations.  Their tasks in working with 
crops and animals often include the use of 
chemicals and sharp tools, and the transportation 
of heavy loads.1105  In urban areas, children beg on 
the streets, work in commerce selling candies and 
newspapers, or provide services as messengers, 
domestic servants, shoe shiners, garbage collectors, 
and recyclers.1106   
 
There is commercial sexual exploitation of children 
occurring in Ecuador.1107  A 2003 ILO report 
estimated that 5,200 children were engaged in 
prostitution.1108  Colombian girls are trafficked to 
Ecuador for commercial sexual exploitation, and 
some Ecuadorian children are trafficked to 

neighboring countries and Spain.  However, most 
child victims are trafficked within the country, 
from coastal and border areas to urban centers.1109  
Some trafficked children are sold by their 
extremely poor families into prostitution, forced 
labor agriculture, and begging.1110  According to 
USDOS, Ecuador has been making significant 
progress in identifying and punishing trafficking.1111  

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The law sets the minimum age for employment at 
15 years.  Child labor provisions do not apply to 
children involved in formative cultural or ancestral 
practices, as long as they are not exposed to 
physical or psychological harm.  The law prohibits 
adolescents from working more than 6 hours per 
day or more than 5 days per week.1112  The law also 
prohibits adolescents from working in 15 activities, 
including mines, garbage dumps, slaughterhouses, 
and quarries; from working with hazardous 
materials; or in jobs that could be hazardous to the 
child’s physical or mental health.1113   
 
The Labor Inspectorate and the municipalities 
oversee labor contracts and work permits for 
adolescents 15 years and older.1114  The law 
prescribes sanctions for violations of child labor 
laws, such as monetary fines and the closing of 
establishments where child labor occurs.1115 
 
The law specifically calls for children in Ecuador to 
be protected in the workplace and against 
economic exploitation.  The law also protects 
minors against trafficking, prostitution, 
pornography, and the forced use of illegal drugs 
and alcohol.1116  Trafficking in persons for both 
sexual exploitation and for non-sexual purposes is 
prohibited and can carry a jail term of up to 35 
years.1117  Trafficking can be punishable by 9 to 12 
years of prison if the victim is younger than 18 
years, and 12 to 16 years in prison if the victim is 
under 14 years old.1118  The law establishes 9 to 12 
years imprisonment for promoting child sex 
tourism.  Several state and municipal governments 
established anti-trafficking ordinances and action 
plans.1119  The age of compulsory military service is 
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18 years, when male citizens are randomly selected 
to perform active military service.1120   
 
The Government of Ecuador is investigating more 
than 100 trafficking cases; and under the Public 
Ministry, the Victim and Witness Protection 
Program is currently assisting 27 victims.  The 
program coordinates Government and NGO 
services to victims of trafficking, providing 
psychological and medical care, shelter, economic 
and employment assistance, and police 
protection.1121  Five shelters in El Oro, Pichincha, 
and Azuay provinces assist more than 120 victims 
of commercial sexual exploitation.1122  
 
The Ministry of Labor has 28 child labor inspectors 
operating in 22 provinces that have received 
continuing training from the ILO.1123  Between April 
2006 and March 2007, inspections were conducted 
in 2,242 workplaces, where 198 minors were found 
working in violation of labor laws.  The Ministry 
issued 100 citations to employers, and all cases 
were referred to the corresponding legal 
authorities.1124   

Current Government Policies and Programs 
to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor 

The Government of Ecuador has allocated USD 
135,000 under its Social Action Agenda to combat 
child labor in garbage dumps and landfills, to 
combat trafficking of children for begging, and to 
improve the inspection system.1125  The work of the 
National Committee for the Progressive 
Elimination of Child Labor (CONEPTI) has been 
declared a political priority and focus at the 
Ministry of Labor.1126  CONEPTI continued the 
work of its Technical Secretariat, following up on 
projects, negotiating agreements, promoting 
awareness, training stakeholders on program goals, 
and making policy decisions regarding inspectors 
and social controllers.1127  
 
The Ministry of Tourism continued the awareness 
raising campaign to prevent the commercial sexual 
exploitation of children related to tourism.  The 
campaign has created posters and billboards to 
raise awareness among the general public and 
warn tourists that sexual tourism is punishable 
under Ecuadorian law.1128   
 

The Government of Ecuador supports education 
programs that contribute to the withdrawal or 
prevention of children from exploitive labor.  One 
program reintegrates working children and 
adolescents from the ages of 8 to 15 years into the 
school system to complete the basic education 
cycle.  Another program provides vocational 
training and alternative recreational activities to 
working children between 8 and 17 years, and 
raises the awareness of parents on the dangers of 
exploitive labor.  Adolescents 10 to 17 years who 
have not completed primary schooling and are 
more than 3 years behind their peers, can enroll in 
an accelerated learning program to complete the 
equivalent of basic education.1129   
 
The Government of Ecuador and the other 
government members and associates of 
MERCOSUR are conducting the “Niño Sur” 
(“Southern Child”) initiative to defend the rights of 
children and adolescents in the region.  The 
initiative includes unified public campaigns against 
commercial sexual exploitation, trafficking, and 
child labor; mutual technical assistance in adjusting 
legal frameworks to international standards on 
those issues; and the exchange of best practices 
related to victim protection and assistance.1130 
 
A USD 4 million Timebound Program, funded by 
USDOL and implemented by ILO-IPEC through 
2008, complements the Government’s plan to 
eliminate the worst forms of child labor in the 
country.  This project targets 2,120 children for 
withdrawal and 2,880 children for prevention from 
exploitive labor in the banana and flower sectors, 
and commercial sexual exploitation.1131  In addition, 
the Government of Ecuador participates in a USD 3 
million USDOL-funded 4-year program 
implemented by Catholic Relief Services to combat 
exploitive child labor through access to quality 
education.  This project targets 619 children for 
withdrawal and 9,701 children for prevention from 
work in the banana and cut flower industries.1132  
An ongoing USD 4 million USDOL-funded project, 
initiated in 2005 by World Learning, combats child 
labor within the indigenous population through the 
provision of education services.  This project 
targets 2,124 indigenous children for withdrawal 
and 4,054 indigenous children for prevention from 
exploitive work in the Sierra, Amazon, and 
Quito.1133  This project targets an additional 146 
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children to be withdrawn from trafficking for 
begging, and is providing technical assistance to 
the National Institute for Childhood and Family 
(INNFA) with the implementation of government 
programs targeting children involved in the same 
type of exploitation in the sierra provinces.1134  
Ecuador also participates in a USD 2.1 million 
global SIMPOC project funded by Canada with 
technical assistance from ILO-IPEC.1135  To address 
trafficking in persons, including children, USDOS’ 
Trafficking in Persons Office and USAID fund six 
programs in Ecuador with a total cost of nearly 
USD 1.3 million.1136 
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Egypt 

Selected Statistics and Indicators 

on Child Labor
1137

 

Working children, 5-14 years (%), 2005: 6.7 

Working boys, 5-14 years (%), 2005: 9.5 

Working girls, 5-14 years (%), 2005: 3.7 

Working children by sector, 5-14 years 
(%), Year: 

 

- Agriculture - 

- Manufacturing - 

- Services - 

- Other - 

Minimum age for work: 14 

Compulsory education age: For 9 
years 

Free public education: Yes 

Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 102 

Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 94 

School attendance, children 6-14 years 
(%), 2005: 

88.1 

Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 2004: 94 

ILO-IPEC participating country: Yes 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

A large proportion of working children in Egypt 
are found in the agricultural sector, where children  

are hired each year for the cotton harvest.1138  
Children work in a number of hazardous sectors, 
including leather tanning, pottery making, fishing, 
glassworks, blacksmithing, working metal and 
copper, construction, carpentry, mining and 
quarrying, auto repair, textile manufacturing, and 
domestic labor.1139  There are between 600,000 and 1 
million street children in Egypt.1140  Street children, 
primarily boys, work collecting garbage, begging, 
assisting microbuses, and vending.1141  Street 
children are particularly vulnerable to becoming 
involved in illicit activities, including pornography 
and prostitution.1142      
 
Reports indicate a widespread practice of poor, 
rural families arranging to send their daughters to 
cities to work as domestic servants in the homes of 
wealthy residents.  Child domestic workers are 
excluded from the protections of the labor code and 
are highly susceptible to exploitation, including 
physical and sexual abuse, as well as harsh 
working conditions.1143  Urban areas are also host to 
street children who have left their homes in the 
countryside to find work, and often to flee hostile 
conditions at home.1144  It has been reported that 
wealthy men from the Gulf region travel to Egypt 
for the purpose of temporary marriages, a form of 
commercial sexual exploitation, with minor girls.  
Girls are sold to men for short-term marriages that 
are akin to prostitution.1145  Often, the girls are sold 
by their parents.1146 




