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Labour Laws of Suriname, 29. 
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3230 ILO-IPEC Geneva official,  E-mail communication to 
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Swaziland 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

Children in Swaziland work in agriculture, 
particularly in the eastern region, as well as in 
herding and domestic service.3231  Children are also 
found working on the streets as traders, hawkers 
bus and taxi conductors, load bearers, and car 
washers.3232  There are reports that Swazi girls 
engage in commercial sexual exploitation within 
Swaziland and are trafficked to South Africa for 
domestic labor and commercial sexual 
exploitation.3233   

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The law provides children with the right to be 
protected from work that jeopardizes their health, 
education, or development.3234  The law 
distinguishes between a “child” (under 15 years) 

and a “young person” (between 15 and 18 years), 
but does not establish a standard minimum age of 
employment.3235  Children under 15 years are only 
allowed to work in industrial enterprises where 
family members are employed or in technical 
schools under supervision.3236  The law prohibits 
children and young persons under 18 years from 
working in mines, quarries, or underground, in 
premises that sell alcohol for consumption on site, 
or in any sector that is dangerous to their safety, 
health, or moral development.3237  The law prohibits 
children under 15 years from working during 
school hours and limits children’s work to less than 
four continuous hours, and six hours per day or 33 
hours per week.  Children and young persons may 
not work between 6 p.m. and 7 a.m., unless a 
young person is engaged in an apprenticeship or 
vocational training activity approved by the 
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Minister of Labor and the Labor Advisory Board.  If 
such approval is obtained, the young person is 
entitled to 13 consecutive hours of rest between 
shifts.3238  The Department of Labor within the 
Ministry of Enterprise and Employment is 
responsible for enforcing child labor laws; 
however, according to USDOS its effectiveness is 
limited by shortages of personnel and resources.3239  
 

Selected Statistics and Indicators 

on Child Labor
3240

 

Working children, 5-14 years (%), 2000: 9.6 

Working boys, 5-14 years (%), 2000: 9.6 

Working girls, 5-14 years (%), 2000: 9.6 

Working children by sector, 5-14 years (%):  

- Agriculture - 

- Manufacturing - 

- Services - 

- Other - 

Minimum age for work: 15 

Compulsory education age: 12 

Free public education: No 

Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 102 

Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 76 

School attendance, children 5-14 years (%), 
2000: 

74.3 

Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 2002: 77 

ILO-IPEC participating country: No 

 
Forced and bonded labor is prohibited.3241  Children 
are protected by law from commercial sexual 
exploitation including child pornography.3242  
Although there is no law specifically prohibiting 
trafficking in persons, trafficking violations can be 
prosecuted under existing laws prohibiting 
kidnapping, prostitution, and forced labor.3243  
Children under 18 years are prohibited from 
enlisting in the military.3244   

Current Government Policies and Programs 
to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor 

The Government of Swaziland is working with 
ILO-IPEC to implement a USDOL-funded regional 
child labor project in Southern Africa.  This USD 5 
million project aims to expand the knowledge base 
on exploitive child labor in Swaziland and facilitate 

the development of a national child labor action 
plan.3245  The Government of Swaziland is also 
participating in a USDOL-funded regional project 
implemented by the American Institutes for 
Research, with the support of Save the Children 
Swaziland.  This USD 9 million project is designed 
to improve the quality of and access to basic and 
vocational education for children working or at risk 
of working in the worst forms of child labor.  Over 
its lifetime, this project aims to prevent 10,000 
children in five countries, including Swaziland, 
from engaging in exploitive labor.3246  
The Programme Advisory Committee on Child 
Labour, comprised of Government Ministries, 
unions, NGOs, and businesses, continued to 
coordinate child labor efforts and advise the two 
USDOL-funded projects working in the country.3247 
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Tanzania 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

In Tanzania, child work is particularly prevalent in 
rural areas.3248  Children work on clove, coffee, sisal, 
sugar cane, tea, and tobacco farms as well as in the 
production of corn, green algae, pyrethrum, rubber, 
and wheat.3249 
 
Children also work in underground mines, such as 
Tanzanite mines, and engage in gemstone 
brokering.3250  Children known as “snake boys” 
crawl through narrow tunnels in unregulated 
gemstone mines to help position mining equipment 
and explosives.3251  In the informal sector, children 
engage in scavenging, fishing, fish processing, and 
quarrying.3252  Other children work as barmaids, 
street vendors, cart pushers, and auto mechanics.3253  
Children also work as domestic servants in third-
party homes, and some fall prey to exploitation 

into prostitution when fleeing abusive 
employers.3254   
 
The United Republic of Tanzania comprises a 
union between mainland Tanzania and the 
neighboring island of Zanzibar.3255  On the island of 
Zanzibar, children work in fishing, markets, and 
hotels.3256  Zanzibari children also work in the 
tourism industry, petty trading, clove picking, 
domestic service, and are involved in commercial 
sexual exploitation near tourist locations.3257   
 
Commercial sexual exploitation of children is a 
growing problem in Tanzania as well.3258 
 
In Tanzania, children are trafficked internally; boys 
are trafficked for exploitive labor in agriculture, 
mines, and the informal sector, and girls are 
trafficked from rural to urban areas for forced 




