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Sri Lanka 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

Children in Sri Lanka work in both plantation and 
small-scale farming, as well as in seasonal family 
agriculture.3161  Children also work in the informal 
sector, family enterprises, small restaurants, stores, 
repair shops, small-scale manufacturing, and 
crafts.3162  Children also work as domestic servants, 
and some have reported experiencing sexual 
abuse.3163   
 
The prostitution of children is widespread in the 
country.  It is estimated that there are 
approximately 40,000 children in commercial 
sexual exploitation in Sri Lanka.3164  The majority of 
children in prostitution are exploited by local 
citizens, though there are reports of sex tourism as 

well.3165  Some of these children have been trafficked 
and many boys are lured from rural areas to 
southern beach resorts to work in the sex industry, 
sometimes at the request of their parents.3166   
 
Conflict intensified in Sri Lanka during 2007, and 
the use of children in armed conflict remained a 
pressing concern.3167  On January 2, 2008 the 
Government withdrew from the 2002 ceasefire 
signed by the Government and the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).3168  Reports indicate 
that the LTTE, an armed terrorist group fighting for 
a separate ethnic Tamil state, and the Karuna 
faction both continue to heavily recruit children as 
soldiers, often forcibly.3169  The LTTE recruit and 
abduct children as young as 11 years to serve in 
combat and in various battlefield support 
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functions.  Additionally, forcible recruitment of 
child soldiers by Karuna, a break-off the LTTE 
faction, continued in 2007.  Reports from UNICEF 
indicate that as of September 2007, 1,460 recruited 
children remained with the LTTE, while 211 were 
recruited by the Karuna faction.3170 There is 
evidence that the Government security forces are 
supporting and sometimes participating in the 
abductions and forced recruitment by the Karuna 
faction.3171   
 

Selected Statistics and Indicators 

on Child Labor
3172

 

Working children, 5-14 years (%), 1998: 15 

Working boys, 5-14 years (%), 1998: 17.9 

Working girls, 5-14 years (%), 1998: 11.9 

Working children by sector, 5-14 years (%), 
1998: 

 

- Agriculture 71.5 

- Manufacturing 13.1 

- Services 14.8 

- Other 0.7 

Minimum age for work: 14 

Compulsory education age: 14 

Free public education: Yes 

Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 108 

Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2003: 100 

School attendance, children 5-14 years (%), 
1998: 

97.1 

Survival rate to grade 5 (%): - 

ILO-IPEC participating country: Yes 

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The law sets the minimum age for employment in 
most occupations at 14 years.  The minimum age 
for employment at sea is 15 years.3173  Children 
under 14 years may be employed in family-run 
agricultural enterprises or as part of technical 
training activities.  However, these children may 
not be employed during school hours; for more 
than 2 hours on a school day or Sunday; between 
the hours 8 p.m. and 6 a.m.; or in any activity that 
jeopardizes health or education.  The law limits the 
work hours of children age 14 to 15 years to 9 per 
day, and the work hours of children 16 to 17 years 
to 10 per day.3174  The law also requires medical 

certification of children less than 16 years prior to 
employment in industries.3175  The maximum 
penalty for child labor violations is 12 months of 
imprisonment and/or a fine.3176   
 
The law prohibits all children from employment in 
any hazardous occupation,3177 and in industrial 
facilities after 11 p.m., except in certain training or 
apprenticeship situations.3178  The Minister of Labor 
Relations and Foreign Employment prohibits the 
employment of children in any of forty-nine 
identified hazardous occupations.3179  Forty 
occupations are unconditional and are to be 
completely prohibited for children ages 14 to 18 
years, while the other nine occupations will be 
conditionally prohibited upon the publication of 
the relevant regulations.3180  In 2007, the Bureau of 
Child Protection of the Sri Lanka police received 
106 complaints of child labor violations.3181   
 
The law prohibits forced labor, debt bondage, and 
all forms of slavery by persons of any age.  The 
maximum fine for violating the law pertaining to 
children is 30 years of imprisonment.3182  It is illegal 
for any person to cause or encourage a girl under 
16 years of age to be seduced or prostituted.  
According to the law, offenses may be punished 
with 6 months imprisonment or a fine.3183  The law 
prohibits sexual violations against children, 
defined as persons under 18 years, particularly 
with regard to child pornography, child 
prostitution, and the trafficking of children.  
Penalties for pornography and prostitution 
violations range from 2 to 5 years of 
imprisonment.3184  Trafficking of children is 
punishable by imprisonment of 3 to 20 years.3185  It 
is also an offense to cause or procure a child for the 
purpose of begging.3186   
 
The law criminalizes the act of engaging or 
recruiting a child for use in armed conflict.3187  The 
minimum age for recruitment into the Armed 
Forces is 18 years.3188   

Current Government Policies and Programs 
to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor 

The Government has established a Policy and Plan 
of Action to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child 
Labor as part of the National Plan of Action for 
Children (NPA) 2004-2008.  The Ministry of Labor 
Relations and Foreign Employment implements the 
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child labor components of the plan, which include 
strengthening child labor laws and enforcement; 
improving the availability of child labor data; 
increasing vocational training programs for out-of-
school youth; sensitizing the public to child labor 
issues; and reducing domestic child labor by 30 
percent each year.3189  The Government works with 
450 social welfare officers to implement the NPA at 
the community level and has established 11 
coordinating committees to further raise awareness 
of child abuse issues, including child labor.3190  In 
January 2007, the Government adopted the Youth 
Employment National Action Plan, which was 
incorporated into the 10 year National 
Development Plan and recognizes the links 
between child labor and youth employment.3191  The 
Ministry of Labor Relations and Foreign 
Employment trains labor inspectors, probation 
officers, and police officers on child labor issues.  
Training includes trauma and psychosocial 
counseling, surveillance, legal awareness, as well as 
training those who train others on these issues.3192  
The Women’s and Children’s Affairs division of the 
Ministry of Labor conducted four training 
programs in 2007 to improve the enforcement 
capacity of those responsible for combating child 
labor.  The division also conducted awareness-
raising programs on the elimination of child labor, 
and organized a training program to create 
awareness among parents.3193 
 
The Government and the LTTE have a 3-year Joint 
Plan for Children Affected by War, which will 
continue through 2007.  It was established to help 
end child recruitment and to demobilize and 
rehabilitate ex-child soldiers.3194   
 
Under the purview of the National Child Protection 
Authority, the Government is implementing a 
National Plan of Action to combat trafficking of 
children for exploitive employment.3195  The 
Government supports two rehabilitation centers 
and five schools that offer counseling, legal 
assistance, shelter, career guidance, and vocational 
training to child trafficking victims.  In addition, 
health, judicial and psychological services to 
children are supported at the local district level.3196  
In February 2008, the Government established a 
hotline for complaints about child labor, corporal 
punishment, sexual abuse, and parental neglect.3197  

The Government also supports a program to 
monitor the Internet for advertisements soliciting 
children for child pornography and pedophilia in 
Sri Lanka.3198  With support from UNICEF, the Sri 
Lanka Tourist Board is implementing a 2-year 
campaign to stop the commercial exploitation of 
children.3199  In addition, the Government is 
participating in an IOM-funded project to train 
police officers on anti-trafficking.3200 
 
The Government continues to provide a number of 
services to assist tsunami-affected children.3201 
The Government participates in a USDOL-funded 
USD 562,000 ILO-IPEC project to address the 
effects of the tsunami on children, and targets 300 
children for withdrawal and 2,100 children for 
prevention from exploitive work.  The project will 
continue through 2008, and aims to strengthen the 
capacity of government, media, and international 
organizations to integrate child labor issues into 
post-tsunami reconstruction policies; monitor the 
child labor situation in the post-tsunami 
environment; and provide educational and 
psychosocial services to tsunami-affected families 
in Galle and Trincomalee.3202  The Government also 
participated in a global USDOL-funded USD 7 
million project implemented by ILO-IPEC to 
prevent the involvement of children in armed 
conflict and support the rehabilitation of former 
child soldiers.  The project withdrew 4,335 children 
from child soldiering and prevented 4,560 children 
from involvement with armed groups in seven 
countries, including Sri Lanka 3203

.   In addition, 
the Government participated in two UNICEF-
supported projects to assist children affected by 
war, which ended in June and December 2007.3204   
In January 2008, ILO-IPEC commenced youth 
employment projects in Sabaragamuwa province, 
an area with many tea and rubber plantations.  The 
project aims to enable rural youth to avoid 
exploitive work activities by strengthening their 
employability through providing training in 
agricultural-related skills, life skills, and 
entrepreneurship.3205   
 
The Ministry of Education initiated a program to 
improve education for the children of plantation 
workers, who are considered especially vulnerable 
to child labor.3206  
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Suriname 

Selected Statistics and Indicators 

on Child Labor
3207 

Working children, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working boys, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working girls, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working children by sector, 5-14 years 
(%): 

 

- Agriculture - 

- Manufacturing - 

- Services - 

- Other - 

Minimum age for work: 14 

Compulsory education age: 12 

Free public education: Yes* 

Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 120 

Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 94 

School attendance, children 5-14 years 
(%): 

- 

Survival rate to grade 5 (%): - 

ILO-IPEC participating country: Associated 

* Must pay for miscellaneous school expenses   

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor  

Children in Suriname work in agriculture, rice 
production, and as street vendors, packers, and 
shop assistants.3208  Children work in sawmills, in 
gold mining areas in the interior, and in the 
commercial sex industry.3209  Trafficking of minors 
is a problem.  Reports have indicated an increase in 

sex tourism leading to a higher incidence of sexual 
exploitation of children, particularly young boys.3210   

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The law sets the minimum age for employment at 
14 years, although children from 12 to 14 years may 
work in family or special vocational settings if the 
work is not too physically or mentally demanding 
or hazardous.3211  Children under 15 years are 
prohibited from working on fishing boats.3212  
Children under 18 years are prohibited from night 
work, which is defined as the hours between 7:00 
p.m. and 6:00 a.m., and hazardous work, which is 
defined as work that endangers life, health, and 
decency, or as determined by the Minister of 
Labor.3213  Employers are required to maintain a 
Register of Young Persons that includes each 
employee’s name, address, date of birth, and the 
occupational starting and ending dates.3214  
Employing a child under 14 years is punishable by 
fines and up to 12 months in prison.  Parents who 
permit their children to work in violation of child 
labor laws may be prosecuted 3215 
 
The law prohibits forced labor, slavery, and 
practices similar to slavery.3216   The penalty for 
trafficking children under 16 is a minimum of 10 
years imprisonment.3217  Procuring, using or 
offering a girl under 12 years of age for 
prostitution, pornography, or pornographic 
performances is punishable with 12 years 
imprisonment, and 8 years imprisonment for the 
same offense against girls ages 12 to 14.  There is no 
specific penalty for those ages 14 to 18.3218  The law 




