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Somalia," section 1g. See also United Nations Security
Council, Report of the Secretary-General on Children and
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Report 2004, London, 2004; available from
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South Africa

Selected Statistics and Indicators

on Child Labor™”’
Working children, 5-14 years (%):

Working boys, 5-14 years (%): -

Working girls, 5-14 years (%): -

Working children by sector, 5-14 years (%):

- Agriculture -

- Manufacturing -

- Services -

- Other -
Minimum age for work: 15
Compulsory education age: 15
Free public education: No*
Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 2004: 106
Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2004: 88
School attendance, children 5-14 years (%): -
Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 2003: 82
ILO-IPEC participating country: Yes

*Must pay for miscellaneous school expenses.
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Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Working children in South Africa are often found
in family enterprises, primarily in agriculture and
trade. A higher proportion of children in rural
areas than urban areas are engaged in some type of
work.™  Children work in commercial and
subsistence farms or as domestic servants.”
Children also work as vendors, car guards, trolley
attendants, shop assistants, and taxi conductors.””
Children are employed in taverns and liquor
outlets to clean, stock supplies, prepare food, and
serve alcohol.”™ Children are also used to scavenge
landfills and dumpsites for recyclable materials.™”
Some children become engaged in prostitution to
increase their family’s income.™

South Africa is a country of origin, transit, and
destination for children trafficked for sexual
exploitation and forced labor.””  Children are
trafficked from Tanzania, Eastern Europe, China,
Thailand, Lesotho, Mozambique, and Zimbabwe
into South Africa for sexual exploitation.”” Some
children are trafficked to South Africa from other
African countries and sent to Europe for
commercial sexual exploitation.”™  Boys are



trafficked to South Africa from Mozambique and
Malawi for agricultural work. A small number of
girls are trafficked from Swaziland into South
Africa for domestic servitude.” Children are also
trafficked from rural areas to urban areas within
South Africa for domestic service and commercial
sexual exploitation.™  South African girls are
occasionally trafficked to Asian and European
countries for sexual exploitation.”*

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The law establishes the minimum age for
employment as 15 years.”” Employers may hire
children less than 15 years to work in the
performing arts with permission from the South
African Department of Labor.* Children who are
under 18 years may not perform work that is
harmful to their well-being and development.™*
The Minister of Labor is authorized to set
additional restrictions on the employment of
children 15 years and above." The law provides
for the right of every child, defined as a person less
than 18 years, to be protected from age-
inappropriate and exploitive labor practices.”” The
penalty for illegally employing a child under the
law is a fine or a maximum jail term of 3 years.

The law prohibits all forms of forced labor and
establishes a maximum penalty of 3 years in prison
for imposing forced labor on another person.™
The law specifically bans child trafficking and the
commercial sexual exploitation of children. The
maximum penalty for violating the law is 20 years
imprisonment.™ The law establishes 18 years as
the minimum age for voluntary military service,
military training, and conscription, even in times of
national emergency.””

The South African Department of Labor (SADOL)
is tasked with enforcing child labor laws. As of
2007, there are approximately 1,600 labor
inspectors nationwide, who have the responsibility
of enforcing labor laws, including those involving
child labor. According to USDOS, the SADOL has
difficulty gaining access to private property to
enforce the law.™
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Current Government Policies and Programs
to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

The Government of South Africa continues to
implement a national action program to eliminate
the worst forms of child labor.”” Specific goals of
this program include promoting new laws to
combat the worst forms of child labor, increasing
the Government’s capacity to enforce the law, and
raising awareness about child labor.™” = The
Government provides assistance to impoverished
children 14 years and under to help them meet
basic necessities and stay out of the workforce.™
The Government launched a policy in early 2007 to
prevent schools in the poorest quintile of the
country from charging school fees.”™ During the
reporting period, the Government also established
an interagency team to improve its efforts to
combat trafficking.””

The Government of South Africa is participating in
a USD 5 million USDOL-funded regional child
labor project in Southern Africa implemented by
ILO-IPEC, which includes South Africa. Efforts in
South Africa are focused on supporting the
Government of South Africa’s Child Labor
Program of Action by raising awareness, enhancing
capacity for policy implementation and
monitoring, and through direct action programs.™”
This project aims to withdraw 688 children and
prevent 2,216 children from engaging in exploitive
labor.”™ The Government is also participating in a
USD 9 million regional Child Labor Education
Initiative project funded by USDOL in Southern
Africa with the support of the American Institutes
for Research. This project aims to improve the
quality and access to education for South African
children who are working in, or are at risk of
working in, the worst forms of child labor. Over its
lifetime, the project intends to prevent 10,000
children in five countries, including South Africa,
from engaging in exploitive labor.™ IOM is
implementing a USAID-funded project that will
prepare civil society groups to raise public
awareness on human trafficking and provide direct
assistance to trafficking victims.™
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Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Children in Sri Lanka work in both plantation and
small-scale farming, as well as in seasonal family
agriculture.™ Children also work in the informal
sector, family enterprises, small restaurants, stores,
repair shops, small-scale manufacturing, and
crafts.”” Children also work as domestic servants,
and some have reported experiencing sexual
abuse.”'”

The prostitution of children is widespread in the
country. It is estimated that there are
approximately 40,000 children in commercial
sexual exploitation in Sri Lanka.”™ The majority of
children in prostitution are exploited by local
citizens, though there are reports of sex tourism as
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i Lanka

well.”® Some of these children have been trafficked

and many boys are lured from rural areas to
southern beach resorts to work in the sex industry,
sometimes at the request of their parents.”*

Conflict intensified in Sri Lanka during 2007, and
the use of children in armed conflict remained a
pressing concern.™  On January 2, 2008 the
Government withdrew from the 2002 ceasefire
signed by the Government and the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)."™ Reports indicate
that the LTTE, an armed terrorist group fighting for
a separate ethnic Tamil state, and the Karuna
faction both continue to heavily recruit children as
soldiers, often forcibly.”” The LTTE recruit and
abduct children as young as 11 years to serve in
combat and in various battlefield support





