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Sierra Leone 

Selected Statistics and Indicators 

on Child Labor
3074

 

Working children, 5-14 years (%), 2005: 58.5 

Working boys, 5-14 years (%), 2005: 59.0 

Working girls, 5-14 years (%), 2005: 58.0 

Working children by sector, 5-14 years (%):  

- Agriculture - 

- Manufacturing - 

- Services - 

- Other - 

Minimum age for work: 15 

Compulsory education age: 15 

Free public education: Yes* 

Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 2001: 79 

Net primary enrollment rate (%): - 

School attendance, children 5-14 years (%), 
2000: 

42.7 

Survival rate to grade 5 (%): - 

ILO-IPEC participating country: No 

* Must pay miscellaneous school expenses 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

Working children in Sierra Leone are found mostly  
in the informal sector, in family businesses and on 
family subsistence farms.  Children also engage in 
petty vending and domestic work.3075  Street 
children are used by adults to sell various items, 
steal, and beg.3076   
 
Children also work in alluvial diamond mining 
areas.3077  The majority of children that work in the 
diamond mining areas engage in petty trade and 
perform supportive roles; are boys generally 
between the ages of 10 to 17; and work in the Koidu 
and Kono districts.3078  Some children report being 
forced to work in diamond mining areas 6 to 7 days 
a week without pay, and report injury and illness 
due to the activities they perform.3079   
 
Sierra Leone is a source, transit, and destination 
country for trafficking in children. Within Sierra 
Leone, children are trafficked to urban areas, where 
they work in domestic service or engage in 

prostitution. Children are also trafficked to work in 
the diamond mines.3080  There are also reports that 
children are trafficked internally for forced labor in 
agriculture and fishing.  Children from Sierra 
Leone are also trafficked internationally, but there 
is insufficient evidence to identify specific 
destination countries.3081         

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The Child Right Act of 2007 sets the minimum age 
for employment at 15 years, although at 13 years 
children may perform “light” work, defined as 
work that is likely not to be harmful to a child or 
interfere with schooling.  The Act also increased the 
age to which schooling is compulsory to 15 years, 
to equal the required age for entry into full-time 
employment.3082  In addition, children must be 15 
years or have completed basic education 
(whichever is later) before entering into an 
apprenticeship, including apprenticeships in the 
informal sector.  Children are also prohibited from 
performing night work, defined as work between 
the hours of 8 PM to 6 AM.3083  The minimum age 
for a child to engage in hazardous work is 18 years.  
Hazardous work is defined as work that is 
dangerous to a child’s health, safety, or morals, and 
includes activities such as going to sea; mining and 
quarrying; carrying heavy loads; manufacturing 
industries where chemicals are produced or used; 
work in places where machines are used; and work 
in places such as bars.3084   
 
Forced or compulsory labor by children is 
prohibited by law.3085  The law also prohibits 
commercial sexual exploitation of children under 
18 years.  Procuring or attempting to procure a girl 
for prostitution is punishable by up to 2 years in 
prison.3086  The law also criminalizes all forms of 
human trafficking.3087  The penalty for trafficking a 
person for labor or prostitution is up to 10 years in 
prison and restitution to the victim.3088  The age for 
voluntary recruitment or conscription into the 
armed forces is 18 years.3089  
 
Sierra Leone was 1 of 24 countries to adopt the 
Multilateral Cooperation Agreement to Combat 
Trafficking in Persons and the Joint Plan of Action 
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against Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women 
and Children, in West and Central African 
Regions.3090 As part of the Multilateral Cooperation 
Agreement, the governments agreed to use the 
child trafficking monitoring system developed by 
the USDOL-funded ILO-IPEC LUTRENA project; 
to assist each other in the investigation, arrest and 
prosecution of trafficking offenders; and to protect, 
rehabilitate, and reintegrate trafficking victims.3091

 

 
The Ministry of Labor, Social Security and 
Industrial Relations is charged with administering 
labor laws and preventing the worst forms of child 
labor.3092  In addition, the Ministry of Mineral 
Resources is charged with enforcing regulations 
against the use of child labor in mining activities.  
According to USDOS, the Government did not 
effectively enforce laws against child labor, 
including child labor in diamond mines.  During 
2007, the Special Court for Sierra Leone prosecuted 
a number of people for war crimes committed 
during the 11-year conflict that ended in 2002, 
including the forced recruitment of children for 
military service, and other acts.3093        

Current Government Policies and Programs 
to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor 

On June 6, 2007, Parliament passed the Child Right 
Act, which strengthened provisions against child 
labor.3094  Also in 2007, UNICEF, with Government 
participation created a street children’s protection 
network.3095  During the same year, the IOM 
provided shelter, medical care, and counseling to 
over 60 trafficking victims.3096   

In partnership with the Government of Sierra 
Leone and with funding from USDOL, the 
International Rescue Committee is implementing a 
USD 6 million Child Labor Education Initiative 
project in Sierra Leone and Liberia.  The project 
aims to withdraw a total of 8,243 children and 
prevent a total of 21,647 children from exploitive 
child labor by improving access to and quality of 
education.3097 The Government of Sierra Leone also 
participates in the Community Based Innovations 
to Reduce Child Labor through Education 
(CIRCLE) global project funded by USDOL at USD 
8.1 million and USAID at USD 500,000 and 
implemented by Winrock International and various 
community-based organizations.3098 
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Solomon Islands 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

Anecdotal evidence suggests that children, both 
boys and girls, are engaged in commercial sexual 

exploitation in the logging, tourism, and fishing 
industries near logging camps; fishing ports; and in 
Honiara, the capital city.3099  Anecdotal evidence 
also suggests that children work in logging camps 




