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Mauritania  

Selected Statistics and Indicators  

on Child Labor
2198

 

Working children, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working boys, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working girls, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working children by sector, 5-14 years 
(%): 

 

- Agriculture - 

- Manufacturing - 

- Services - 

- Other - 

Minimum age for work: 14 

Compulsory education age: 14 

Free public education: Yes* 

Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 99 

Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 77 

School attendance, children 5-14 years 
(%): 

- 

Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 2004: 53 

ILO-IPEC participating country: No 

*Must pay for miscellaneous school expenses.  

**Accession. 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

In rural areas in Mauritania, children frequently 
work with their families in activities such as 
farming, herding, and fishing. Children perform a 
wide range of urban informal activities, such as 
domestic service, street vending, and driving 
donkey carts to collect garbage and deliver water 
and construction materials.2199   
 
In remote areas of the country where the economy 
continues to rely on traditional labor and barter 
arrangements, such as the practice of slavery and 
indentured servitude that have historically been 
utilized in Sahelian communities, children 
continued to be exploited in slave-like practices.2200  
Girls as young as 7 years work as domestic 
servants in urban households, often without pay;2201 
some of these girls are victims of trafficking.  Girls 
trafficked for domestic service come from within 

Mauritania, and from Senegal and Mali.  Within 
Mauritania, girls are also trafficked for sexual 
exploitation.   Mauritanian boys are trafficked by 
religious leaders for begging as part of their 
religious instruction.2202  The practice of sending 
boys to Koranic teachers to receive education is a 
tradition in various countries, including 
Mauritania.  While many religious leaders, or 
marabouts, provide the boys with lessons, other 
marabouts force their boy students, or talibés, to beg 
for more than 12 hours per day without adequate 
food and shelter.2203  Talibés come from the Pulaar 
tribes of southern Mauritania,2204 but some are 
trafficked into Mauritania from Senegal and 
Mali.2205  Mauritanian boys are also trafficked by 
street gang leaders for begging and selling drugs, 
although the incidence of this problem is 
unknown.2206   

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The law sets the minimum age for employment at 
14 years unless the child has not yet completed the 
9 years of compulsory education in which case the 
minimum working age may be raised.2207  At 12 
years, children may perform light work in 
establishments where their family members are 
employed, provided that they have the Minister of 
Labor’s authorization and maintain their schooling.  
However, 12-year-olds may not work more than 2 
hours a day, with the total combined hours of 
school and work not to exceed 7 hours a day, and 
the work must not be harmful to their normal 
development.2208  Children under 14 years may not 
work on Fridays or public holidays, and children 
under 16 years are prohibited from night work.2209  
The law also bans children under 18 years from 
work that is beyond their strength or is likely to 
harm their safety, health, or morals.2210  Employers 
must maintain a registry of employed youths under 
18 years, including hours worked.2211  Violation of 
Mauritania’s child labor laws may result in a prison 
sentence of 15 days to 1 month and/or a fine.2212  
 
Mauritanian law defines the worst forms of child 
labor as all forms of slavery and exploitive work; 
work exceeding the physical capacity of a child or 
considered degrading; work connected to 
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trafficking in children; and activities requiring 
children to handle chemicals or dangerous 
materials; work on Fridays or holidays; and work 
outside the country.2213  With parental consent, or 
failing that, with permission from the Minister of 
Defense, children may enlist voluntarily in the 
military at 16 years.  While the law requires every 
citizen to register for military service at 17 years, 
there has no active military registration in recent 
years.2214  Forced and compulsory labor and 
trafficking in persons are prohibited by law,2215 with 
the penalty for the trafficking of children being 
forced labor for 5 to 10 years and a fine.2216  In 
addition, the law establishes penalties for engaging 
in prostitution or procuring prostitutes, ranging 
from fines to imprisonment for 2 to 5 years for 
cases involving minors.2217  In August 2007, the 
Government passed a law criminalizing slavery.  
Once it takes effect, the new law will provide 
penalties ranging from fines to between 5 and 10 
years of imprisonment for offenders.2218  
 
Several government entities, including the Ministry 
of Labor, share responsibility for enforcing child 
labor laws.  According to USDOS, the labor 
inspectorate lacked the necessary resources to 
enforce child labor laws, and did not investigate 
any child labor cases in 2007.2219  According to 
USDOS, there were no prosecutions of trafficking 
cases in 2007.2220  Reports indicate that some local 
officials may have engaged in a cover-up of slavery 
cases by intimidating or providing material goods 
to victims in exchange for testimony that their 
living conditions were satisfactory.2221 

Current Government Policies and Programs 
to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor 

The Government of Mauritania continued to 
collaborate with UNICEF to provide domestic 
workers and former slaves with micro-credit 
programs.  The Government worked with NGOs to 
implement a program to reduce the number of 
talibés and provide them with food and medical 
care.2222  It also continued to fund six centers in the 
capital, Nouakchott, that care for indigent people, 
including many talibés, and established a welcome 
center for children who had been trafficked to the 
United Arab Emirates to work as camel jockeys.2223  
The Government of Mauritania continues to 
participate in a USD 2.7 million program to return 
and reintegrate child camel jockeys to their home 

countries, funded by the United Arab Emirates and 
implemented by UNICEF.  As of June 2007, at least 
21 former child camel jockeys from Mauritania 
have been returned home and provided with an 
education, and their families have been assisted 
with alternative income-generating activities under 
the program.2224 

The Government’s Commissariat for Social 
Protection and Humanitarian Assistance continued 
its efforts to combat child labor and human 
trafficking.2225  In December 2007, the President of 
Mauritania launched a national campaign to raise 
awareness and to eradicate all forms of slavery in 
the country, and committed an estimated USD 7.5 
million to this effort.2226 
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