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Liberia 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

Children in Liberia work in subsistence agriculture 
and rubber tapping.2022  Children also work in street 
vending, domestic service, rock crushing, mining, 
and fishing.2023  Children work in construction and 
as truck loaders, and there are reports that girls 
engage in prostitution to pay school fees or support 
their families.2024  
 
Liberia is a country of origin, transit, and 
destination for regionally trafficked children.2025  
Children are reportedly trafficked to Liberia from 
Sierra Leone, Guinea, and Cote d’Ivoire; and from 
Liberia to The Gambia, Guinea, and Nigeria for 
domestic servitude, street vending, sexual 
exploitation, and agricultural labor.2026  

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The law prohibits children under the age of 16 from 
working during school hours and allows labor  
recruiters to hire children between the ages of 16 
and 18 years for occupations approved by the 
Ministry of Labor.2027  The law does not establish an 
absolute minimum age for employment.  Children 
under the age of 16 may work for wages if the 
employer can demonstrate that they are attending 
school regularly and have a basic education.2028   
 
Liberian law prohibits forced and bonded labor 
and slavery.2029  The law criminalizes human 
trafficking and establishes sentences for traffickers 
ranging from 1 year to life in prison.2030 Liberian law 
also prohibits any person under 16 years from 
enlisting in the Armed Forces.2031  
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The Ministry of Labor monitors compliance with 
Liberia’s labor laws, including laws covering child 
labor.2032  According to USDOS, the Government  
did not effectively enforce existing labor laws.2033  
 

Selected Statistics and Indicators 

on Child Labor
2034

 

Working children, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working boys, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working girls, 5-14 years (%): - 

Working children by sector, 5-14 years 
(%): 

 

- Agriculture - 

- Manufacturing - 

- Services - 

- Other - 

Minimum age for work: 16 

Compulsory education age: 16 

Free public education: Yes* 

Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 2000: 100 

Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2000: 66 

School attendance, children 5-14 years 
(%): 

- 

Survival rate to grade 5 (%): - 

ILO-IPEC participating country: No 

* Must pay for miscellaneous school expenses 

 
Liberia was 1 of 24 countries to adopt the 
Multilateral Cooperation Agreement to Combat 
Trafficking in Persons and the Joint Plan of Action 
against Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women 
and Children, in West and Central African 
Regions.2035  As part of the Multilateral Cooperation 
Agreement, the governments agreed to use the 
child trafficking monitoring system developed by 
the USDOL-funded ILO-IPEC LUTRENA project; 
to assist each other in the investigation, arrest and 
prosecution of trafficking offenders; and to protect, 
rehabilitate, and reintegrate trafficking victims.2036 

Current Government Policies and Programs 
to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor 

In 2007, the Government of Liberia announced that 
it will fine or arrest parents for allowing their 

children to engage in street vending during school 
hours.  This new policy was designed in part to  
increase school enrollment and combat exploitive 
child labor, including child trafficking.2037  
 
The Government of Liberia is participating in a 4-
year USDOL-funded USD 6 million Child Labor 
Education Initiative project in Sierra Leone and 
Liberia.  The project, which was launched in 2005, 
aims to withdraw a total of 7,473 children and 
prevent a total of 22,417 children from exploitive 
child labor by improving access to and quality of 
education.2038  The Government is also supporting a 
program with UNICEF to provide vocational 
training and apprenticeships to former child 
soldiers and children associated with fighting 
forces.2039 
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Macedonia 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

Children work on the streets in Macedonia, 
begging for money, and also perform minor 
services, such as selling cigarettes and other small 
items.  These activities occur on the streets as well 
as in bars or restaurants.2040  Children also work in 
the informal sector on family farms, but this does 
not usually happen during school hours.2041  Street 
children are predominantly of the Roma minority 

ethnic group, but also include ethnic Albanians, 
Turks, and Macedonians.2042  Romani children are 
organized into groups to beg for money at busy 
intersections, street corners, and in restaurants.2043  
 
Girls and young women from families with social 
and economic problems are among the groups in 
Macedonia considered to be at the highest risk of 
becoming victims of TIP.2044   
 




