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Equatorial

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In Equatorial Guinea, working children can be
found primarily on family farms, in auto mechanic
workshops, and sometimes in the informal sector
as street vendors, market vendors, and car
washers.”™ Reports on the nature and incidence of
child trafficking are conflicting. While in the past,
children from Nigeria, Benin, Cameroon, and
Gabon were trafficked predominantly to the cities
of Malabo and Bata, sometimes for commercial
sexual exploitation, it is unclear whether such
trafficking continues.”  West African children
were most vulnerable to trafficking by relatives or
family acquaintances who required them to work
in domestic service or in the informal, agricultural,
and commercial sectors.”” Recent reports have
questioned the extent of trafficking in Equatorial
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"7 CARE International, Primero Aprendo Project:
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and the Dominican Republic, Project Revision, September
29, 2006.

" CARE International, Primero Aprendo Project:
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Project Document, 2004, 5. See also ILO-IPEC,
Elimination of Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children,
Project Addendum, 22-23.

" TLO-IPEC Geneva official, E-mail communication to
USDOL official, December 12, 2007.

Guinea

Guinea and noted a reduction in trafficking in past

years."

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

Child labor laws in Equatorial Guinea are
contradictory. The Labor Law sets the minimum
age for employment at 14 years.”" Children under
16 years are specifically prohibited from work that
might harm their health, safety, or morals.””
According to the labor law, children over 13 years
can perform light work.™ A Government decree
on child trafficking establishes that children under
10 years are specifically protected from child labor
in street vending and other jobs in the informal and
formal sectors during school and night hours.”™”
The criminal penalty for employing children under
this law is a year in prison and a fine.”” USDOS



notes that during the reporting period, this law was
enforced and parents of children working in
occupations covered by the law were subject to
fines.””

Selected Statistics and Indicators

on Child Labor™"
Working children, 5-14 years (%):
Working boys, 5-14 years (%): -

Working girls, 5-14 years (%): -

Working children by sector, 5-14 years (%):

- Agriculture -
- Manufacturing -
- Services -
- Other -
Minimum age for work: 14
Compulsory education age: 11
Free public education: Yes*
Gross primary enrollment rate (%), 2005: 122
Net primary enrollment rate (%), 2003: 87
School attendance, children 5-14 years (%): -
Survival rate to grade 5 (%), 2001: 33
ILO-IPEC participating country: No

* Must pay for miscellaneous school expenses

Another Government decree bans all children
under the age of 17 years from being on the streets
after 11 p.m.” The decree forbids parents or
tutors from exploiting children in labor such as
street vending, car washing, or working in bars or
restaurants. Under the decree, youth found in the
above situations will be automatically arrested, and
businesses that employ minors, including family
businesses, are subject to a fine or may be closed.*”
USDOS reports that the Government of Equatorial
Guinea regularly enforced these laws through
street-level police patrols who fine individuals
employing child workers, especially in markets.*"

Forced or compulsory child labor is forbidden.”"
The law prohibits the smuggling of migrants or
trafficking in persons, and the law stipulates a
penalty of 10 to 15 years imprisonment and a fine
for trafficking offenses.”” The Government has
provided training on trafficking in persons to over
160 military and police officials on trafficking in
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persons through a Government-funded local
NGO.™ The Government also began distributing
procedural manuals for police and military
outposts that include measures for processing
suspected traffickers and provides wallet cards to
help identify and care for trafficking victims.””
During the reporting period the Government of
Equatorial Guinea increased the monitoring of
trans-border movement of minors and has
regularly patrolled open-air markets to deter child
labor and identify potential child trafficking
victims."" However, USDOS reports that
Government efforts to combat trafficking have
seldom resulted in prosecutions and convictions.”

Equatorial Guinea was 1 of 24 countries to adopt
the Multilateral Cooperative Agreement to Combat
Trafficking in Persons and the Joint Plan of Action
against Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women
and Children, in West and Central African
Regions.”™ As part of the Multilateral Cooperative
Agreement, the governments agreed to use the
child trafficking monitoring system developed by
the USDOL-funded ILO-IPEC LUTRENA project;
to assist each other in the investigation, arrest, and
prosecution of trafficking offenders; and to protect,
rehabilitate, and reintegrate trafficking victims."™'

Current Government Policies and Programs
to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

The Government of Equatorial Guinea is currently
implementing its 5-year National Plan of Action to
Combat Child Trafficking.” Under this National
Plan the Government has conducted activities to
raise awareness, including public workshops and
media campaigns about the trafficking law and
trafficking issues.”  The Government also
provides funding to a local NGO that trains
military and police officials on trafficking in
persons and security issues.
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