Selected Statistics and I ndicators on Child Labor
Percent of children 5-14 estimated as working in 2001: 15.4%"%
Minimum age for admission to work: 15M°
Age to which education is compul sory: 141410
Free public education: Yeslil:z
Gross primary enrollment rate in 2004: 117%
E Cu a‘d or Net primary enrollment rate in 2004: 989%™
Percent of children 5-14 attending school in 2001: 89.8%%
As of 2003, percent of primary school entrants likely to
reach grade 5: 76%%
Ratified Convention 138: 9/19/2000'*°
Ratified Convention 182: 9/19/2000"*
ILO-IPEC participating country: Yes'®
*Must pay for school supplies and related items.

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 2001, 19 percent of boys and 11.7 percent of girls ages 5 to 14 were working in Ecuador. The
majority of working children were found in the agricultural sector (67.5 percent), followed by
services (20.9 percent), manufacturing (9.7 percent) and other sectors (1.9 percent).** A large
percentage of working children between the ages of 5 and 17 are found in rural areas of the
sierra, or highlands, followed by the Amazon and urban coastal areas.**® In urban areas,
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children beg on the streets, work in commerce selling candies and newspapers, or provide
services as messengers, domestic servants, shoe shiners, garbage collectors and recyclers,***

The commercial sexual exploitation of children occursin Ecuador.**?? An ILO report estimates
that 5,200 children are engaged in prostitution.***® Colombian women and girls are trafficked to
Ecuador for commercia sexual exploitation. However, most victims are trafficked within the
country's borders.**** According to the U.S. Department of State, Ecuador has been making
significant progressin identifying and punishing trafficking.

Child Labor L aws and Enfor cement

The law sets the minimum age for employment at 15 years and identifies categories of dangerous
work that are prohibited for minors.**® Child labor provisions do not apply to children involved
in formative cultural or ancestral practices aslong as they are not exposed to physical or
psychological harm.**" The law prohibits adolescents from working more than 6 hours per day
or more than 5 days per week.**?® The law also prohibits adolescents from working in mines,
garbage dumps, slaughterhouses, and quarries, and from working with hazardous materials or in
jobs that could be hazardous to the child’s physical or mental health.**® The Labor Inspectorate
and the municipalities oversee labor contracts and work permits for adol escents between 15 and
18 years.*** Thelaw prescribes sanctions for violations of child labor laws, such as monetary
fines and the closing of establishments where child labor occurs.****

The law specifically callsfor children in Ecuador to be protected in the workplace and against
economic exploitation. The law also protects minors against trafficking, prostitution,
pornography, and the forced use of illegal drugs and acohol.**** Trafficking in persons for both
sexual exploitation and for non-sexua purposesis prohibited"*** and can carry up to a 35-year
jail term.*** Thelaw punishesindividuals involved in child prostitution regardless of the
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victim's consent. The age of consent is18. The law establishes 6 to 12 yearsin prison for
promoting child sex tourism.**** The age of compulsory military serviceis 18 years.***

The Specialized Nationa Police Unit for Children (DINAPEN) leads actions against
trafficking.'**” With USG assistance, Ecuador has increased the number of trafficking law
enforcement officials and prosecutors. A specialized 36-member police unit and an 8-member
trafficking intelligence unit were created during 2006.*** The Government has been actively
conducting new investigations and prosecutions under the anti-trafficking legislation.***® During
this year, Ecuadorian authorities arrested 41 persons and reported 15 cases of trafficking that
reached some stage of prosecution. One trafficker was sentenced to 9 yearsin prison.**°
Rescued minors returned to their families or were directed to specialized NGOs,***

In 2006, the Ministry of Labor permanently hired 28 child labor inspectors who are currently
operating in 22 provinces.**** Inspections were conducted in businesses and plantations,
resulting in fines for flower and banana plantations, brick makers, and furniture makers.***® The
fines collected will be reinvested, with some of the funds going to education scholarships for the
identified children.***

Current Government Policies and Programsto Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

The Government of Ecuador, through the National Committee for the Progressive Elimination of
Child Labor (CONEPTI), oversaw its National Plan for the Progressive Elimination of Child
Labor 2003-2006 (PET! Plan).*** In 2006, CONEPTI was strengthened through the
establishment of a Technical Secretariat with the operating capacity to follow up on projects,
negotiate agreements, promote awareness, train stakeholders on program goals and make policy
decisions regarding inspectors and social controllers.**#

In 2006, the Inter-Institutional Commission for Combating Trafficking in Persons approved a
National Plan to combat trafficking. The plan lays the framework for combating illegal
migration and trafficking, sexual and labor exploitation, prostitution, pornography and other
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forms of exploitation of women and minors.***” The government has provided training and
resources to combat trafficking, and continued to work with civil society to train officias, raise
public awareness, and improve victims’ protection.***®

In October 2006, The Ministry of Tourism launched an awareness raising campaign to prevent
the commercial sexual exploitation of children related to tourism. The USD 60,000 campaign
will produce posters, billboards and brochures to be distributed and displayed at highways,
airports and tourist agencies.***

The National Institute for Children and Family (INNFA) began efforts to raise awareness on
trafficking in persons through radio, television and other initiatives. The government worked
with the private sector for distributing anti-trafficking messages at several venues, such as public
theaters and local air flights, and through fliers enclosed with bank and credit card statements.***

The Government of Ecuador supports education programs that contribute to the withdrawal or
prevention of children from exploitive labor. INNFA implements several educational programs
for working children. One program reintegrates working children and adolescents from the ages
of 8 to 15 into the school system to complete the basic education cycle. Another program
provides vocational training and alternative recreationa activities to working children between 8
and 17 years, aswell as raising the awareness of parents on the dangers of exploitive labor. For
adolescents 10 to 17 years who have not completed primary schooling and are more than 3 years
behind their peers, INNFA offers an accel erated learning program to help them complete the
equivalent of basic education.***

As part of itssocia protection network, the Social Protection Program (PPS) at the Ministry of
Social Welfare provides scholarships for children who left school for economic reasons to
reinsert child laborers back into the school system.'#*2

The Ministry of Labor has implemented a pilot awareness-raising project for the eradication of
child labor in the Tarqui Market of the city of Manta. The project provides services to 260
children who were withdrawn and 500 children who were prevented from the worst forms of
child labor in the area.'*>

A USD 4 million Timebound Program, funded by USDOL and implemented by ILO-IPEC
through 2008, complements the government’s plan to eliminate the worst forms of child labor in
the country. This project targets 2,120 children for withdrawal and 2,880 children for prevention
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from exploitive labor.**** In addition, the Government of Ecuador participatesin aUSD 3
million USDOL-funded 4-year program implemented by Catholic Relief Servicesto combat
exploitive child labor through access to quality education. This project targets 619 children for
withdrawal and 9,701 children for prevention from work in the banana and cut flower
industries.**® An ongoing USD 4 million USDOL-funded project, initiated in 2005 by World
Learning and Development and Self-management (DY A), combats child labor within the
indigenous popul ation through the provision of education services. This project targets 2,124
indigenous children for withdrawal and 4,054 indigenous children for prevention from exploitive
work in the Sierra, Amazon, and Quito.***® Ecuador also participatesin aUSD 2.1 million global
SIMPOC project funded by Canada with technical assistance from ILO-IPEC.**" To address
trafficking in persons, including children, the State Department’s Trafficking in Persons Office
and USAID fund six programsin Ecuador with atotal cost of nearly USD 1.3 million.***®
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