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I ncidence and Natur e of Child Labor

Children in Croatia work in the entertainment, hospitality, tourism, retail, industrial,
construction, and media sectors.**** Trafficking is a problem.
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Child Labor L aws and Enforcement

Children younger than 15 years may participate in artistic endeavors for remuneration with the

labor inspector’s approval and if the assignment does not threaten their morals or interfere with
school.**® Children 15 to 18 may only work with written permission from alegal guardian and
labor inspector, assuming that the work is not harmful to the child’s health, morality, education,
or development.’**® Children under 18 are prohibited from working overtime, at night, and

under dangerous labor conditions. Specifically, this provision appliesto work in bars,
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nightclubs, and gambling establishments.®®® Under Croatian law, anyone forcing minors to beg
or perform work inappropriate for their age can be penalized with 3 months to 3 years of
imprisonment.*#*

The law prohibits international prostitution and solicitation of aminor for sexual purposes,
calling for between 1 and 10 years of imprisonment for violations.**** The law also stipulates 1
to 5 years of imprisonment for using children for pornographic purposes.®®® Traffickingin
personsis a separate criminal act for which the law stipulates a minimum prison sentence of 5
years when a child or aminor isinvolved.”®® Forced and compulsory labor are prohibited.**®
The minimum age for conscription into the military is 18.1%°

The Ministry of Economy, Labor, and Entrepreneurship collaborates with the ombudsman for
children and the State Labor Inspectorate to enforce minimum age laws."®®" The Inspectorate has
102 inspectors who are responsible for detecting child labor.**®® The ombudsman for children
coordinates government efforts to promote and protect the interests of children, and is obligated
to report any findings of exploitation to the State’s Attorney’s Office.**® A working group
including government officials and NGOs has met regularly to exchange information on
trafficking cases and programs.**™
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Current Government Effortsto Eliminate the Wor st For ms of Child Labor

The Government of Croatiais implementing its National Program for Suppression of Trafficking
in Persons 2005-2008,'27% a 2005-2007 National Plan for the Suppression of Trafficking in
Children,"#” and a 2006 action plan for trafficking**" through a national committee and civil
society organizations.**”® The government also launched the 2006-2012 National Program for the
Protection of the Best Interests of Children to prevent and protect children from sexual abuse,
including commercial sexual exploitation.’?”® A national-level coordinator has monitored
ongoing anti-trafficking efforts in the country.®”” The government has provided funds and
support for anti-trafficking public awareness campaigns, a national referral system, victim
identification, shelters, and legal, medical, and psychological services for victims.**"® Croatian
police forces have included anti-trafficking as part of its academy’s curriculum.?”® The
government also works with international organizations to assist trafficking victims and
cooperates with other governmentsin the region.'?%°

Through 2007, Croatiais participating in a Government of Germany-funded regional program
implemented by ILO-IPEC to combat the worst forms of child labor in the Stability Pact
Countries.’®*
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