Selected Statistics and I ndicators on Child Labor
Percent of children 5-14 estimated as working in 2000: 35.69%4'%°
Minimum age for admission to work: 15%¢7
Age to which education is compul sory: 1418
Free public education: No'%®
COm oros Gross primary enrollment rate in 2004: 85967
Net primary enrollment rate in 2000: 559417
Percent of children 5-14 attending school in 2000: 44.29%'7
As of 2003, percent of primary school entrants likely to
reach grade 5: 63%'°"
Ratified Convention 138: 3/17/2004'°"
Ratified Convention 182: 3/17/2004'"
ILO-IPEC participating country: No'o"

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 2000, approximately 35 percent of boys and 36.2 percent of girls ages 5 to 14 were working in
Comoros."” Work performed by children includes subsistence farming and fishing.’*”® Some
children as young as 7 work as domestic servants in exchange for food, shelter, or educational
assistance; these children are often subject to abuse.®”® Children also work on the streets, %
and some children are not paid for work that they perform.*®*
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Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The law sets the minimum age for employment at 15.%* Hazardous work, such as that
involving explosives or dangerous building sites, is prohibited to children. Inspectors must
notify ajudge of child labor law violations.'®

Unmarried children under 18 are considered minors; the law protects them from sexual
exploitation. Child prostitution and pornography areillegal.*®* Punishments for involvement
with the prostitution of aminor range from 2 to 5 years of imprisonment and fines; penalties are
doubled in cases of reoccurrence within 10 years. These penalties also apply if the crime was
committed in a different country.’® A juvenile court can impose protective measures for
persons under 21 years who engage in prostitution.’®® The law prohibits forced and bonded
labor except in instances of obligatory military service, work that is considered a civic duty to
the community, and work that is required in times of accidents, fires, and calamities.'®’ The law
does not contain penalties specific to forced labor by children.'®® According to the U.S.
Department of State, the government does not actively enforce child labor laws or consistently
enforce minimum age requirements for enployment.***

Current Government Policies and Programsto Eliminate the Wor st Forms of Child Labor

Research has not identified any policies or programs by the Government of Comoros to address
exploitive child labor.
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