Selected Statistics and I ndicators on Child Labor
Percent of children 5-14 estimated as working: Unavailable
Minimum age of work: 16°7%3
. Age to which education is compul sory: 16°7*
M auritius Free public education: Yest™®®
Gross primary enrollment rate in 2005: 1029%°7°
Net primary enrollment rate in 2005: 959427’
Percent of children 5-14 attending school: Unavailable
Asof 2001, percent of primary school entrants likely to
reach grade 5: 9994°7%8
Ratified Convention 138: 7/30/1990°"°
Ratified Convention 182: 6/8/2000°"®
ILO-IPEC participating country: No”"®!

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

While the incidence of child labor in Mauritius islow,?”®? children work asinformal street
traders; in agriculture and animal rearing; in garment making; and in bakeries, restaurants, gas
stations, shops, woodworking workshops, and other small businesses.?’** Commercial sexua
exploitation of girls as young as 13 years reportedly occursin Mauritius. Some girls are forced
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Efforts by Certain Countries to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor", Washington, DC, January 29, 2007.
2% Government of Mauritius, Report on Worst Forms of Child Labour, Republic of Mauritius, submitted in
response to U.S. Department of Labor Federal Register Notice (December 5, 2006) "Request for Information on
Efforts by Certain Countries to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor", Washington, DC, February 20, 2007.
2% |y S, Department of State, "Mauritius," in Country Reports on Human Rights Practices- 2006, Washington, DC,
March 6, 2007, Section 5; available from http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rIs/hrrpt/2006/78747.htm.

2% UNESCO Institute for Statistics, Gross Enrolment Ratio. Primary. Total, accessed December 20, 2006;
available from http://stats.uis.unesco.org/.

ZIT UNESCO Institute for Statistics, Net Enrolment Rate. Primary. Total, accessed December 20, 2006; available
from http://stats.uis.unesco.org/.

1% YNESCO Institute for Statistics, Survival Rate to Grade 5. Total, accessed December 18, 2006; available from
http://stats.uis.unesco.org/.
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into tg7e Ggommercial sex industry by family members, while others are exploited by prostitution
rings.

Child Labor L aws and Enfor cement

In December 2006, the Government of Mauritius raised the minimum age of employment from
15 to 16 years, in line with the minimum age of compulsory education.?”®® Itisillegal to employ
ayoung person under age 18 in activities that are dangerous, harmful to health, or otherwise
unsuitable, or to require ayoung person to work more than 10 hours per day or between 6 p.m.
and 6 am.?’®® In addition, young persons who have not been fully instructed or are inadequately
supervised are prohibited from operating dangerous machinery. The law aso provides for the
health and safety of young persons working aboard ships.?’®’

The Ministry of Labor, Industrial Relations and Employment enforces child labor laws, and the
U.S. Department of State reports that child labor inspections are frequent. Employers found in
violation of child labor laws may be imprisoned for up to 1 year. No cases of child labor were
found in 2006.’%® The government’s Office of the Ombudsperson for Children investigates
violations of child rights and is empowered to investigate cases of unlawful employment of
children.?”®

The law prohibits forced labor and slavery, and there is no system of military conscription.?””
Child pornography and causing, inciting, or allowing any child to engage in prostitution are
crimes punishable by imprisonment of up to 8 years, or up to 15 yearsif the victim is mentally
handicapped.?’”* Thelaw also prohibits the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring, or
receipt of achild for the purpose of exploitation, either outside Mauritius or within its borders.
These crimes are punishable by up to 15 years of imprisonment.?’”? A dedicated unit within the
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311



police force, the Minors Brigade, investigates cases of child prostitution.?’”® During 2005, the
most recent year for which data are available, six cases of underage prostitution were prosecuted.
The U.S. Department of State reports that despite the efforts of law enforcement officials,
locating and arresting criminalsinvolved in child prostitution remains a challenge because of the
illicit nature of these activities.*”"

Current Government Policies and Programsto Eliminate the Wor st Forms of Child Labor

The Government of Mauritiusis carrying out a National Plan of Action to combat the
commercial sexual exploitation of children.?’”> Among other goals, the plan aims to develop
indicators for monitoring child sexual exploitation and empower the public to protect children
against commercial sexual exploitation.?’”® The government operates a drop-in center that
provides counseling and educational services to children exploited in the commercial sex
industry,?””” and it funds local NGOs to educate the public on the issue of commercia sexual
exploitation of children.?’”® The Ministry of Women’s Rights, Child Development and Family
Welfare operates a hotline to respond to children in need of immediate support services, a shelter
for children, and a Child Watch Network to detect children at risk and refer them to appropriate
authorities.”’

Z;j U.S. Department of State, "Trafficking in Persons Report- 2006: Mauritius."
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