Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Statistics on the number of working children in St. Vincent and the Grenadines are unavailable.*” Children
work on family-owned banana farms, mainly during harvest time, in family-owned cottage industries,”
and in marijuana fields.** According to the World Bank, children are becoming involved in commercial
sexual exploitation in order to pay for basic needs, such as school costs and food.”” Street children and
boys in particular, have been found to engage in commercial sexual exploitation.™”

Education at government primary schools is free.”” Although the 1992 Education Act provides for
compulsory education, it is not yet enforced.” In 2001, the gross primary enrollment rate was 101.2
percent, and the net primary enrollment rate was 91.9 percent.”” Gross and net enrollment ratios are based
on the number of students formally registered in primary school and therefore do not necessarily reflect
actual school attendance. Recent primary school attendance statistics are not available for Saint Vincent
and the Grenadines. Government school-feeding and textbook loan programs substantially contribute to
improving the participation rate of children at the primary level.” The government investigates cases in
which children are withdrawn from school before the age of 16, but there is as much as 13 percent truancy
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among primary school children because of poverty, low quality of schools, and a perception that there are
few jobs available after education is completed.™

While most children complete primary school, there is a decrease in enrollment into secondary school as a
result of the entrance exams.” Many children who do not pass the exams drop out of school and enter the
work force.™

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The Employment of Women, Young Persons and Children’s Act of 1990 prohibits employment of youth
under the age of 14.* Children often leave school at the age of 15 and many begin to work as apprentices
at that age.™ Any person who employs a child in an industrial undertaking is liable to a USD 100 fine for
their first offense, and a USD 250 fine for each subsequent offense.” Forced or compulsory labor is
prohibited by the Constitution, and it is not known to occur.™

The Labor Inspectorate at the Department of Labor received, investigated and addressed child labor
complaints and conducted annual workplace inspections.* No violations have been reported, and
employers are believed to generally respect the law in practice.™”

There are no laws that specifically address trafficking in persons, but there are various laws that could be
applied to trafficking in the country’s Penal Code.” There are no reports that children were trafficked to,
from, or within the islands of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines.” Causing or encouraging prostitution of
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girls under the age of 15 is prohibited by the Penal Code and is punishable with imprisonment for 7
years.”” It is also illegal to have intercourse with a girl under the age of 15 years.” Kidnapping and
abduction with the intent to take the person out of St. Vincent and the Grenadines are offenses punishable
with 14 years of imprisonment.™"

Current Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child
Labor

The Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines is in the
process of finalizing construction of primary and secondary Governments

schools, completing computerization of all learning Ratified Convention 138
institutions, expanding the vocational training program at the | Ratified Convention 182 12/04/2001 v
school for children with special needs, and constructing a ILO-IPEC Member

national library and library facilities at one primary school.*” INationalblnifor€hildren

The Ministry of Education is participating in the gzttls;iggﬁiiibor Action Plan
implementation of the OECS Education Strategy, through

which the OECS territories aim to improve their education systems. The government is also collaborating

with UNICEF, UNESCO, and other organizations to improve the level of educational services.*”

In 2004, the Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines secured funding from The World Bank to
implement the third phase of the OECS Education Development Project, which will support the
construction of new schools, teacher and administrator trainings, and improve the administration of school
programs and the larger school system.*” This project will fund literacy training, peer mentoring
programs, and train guidance counselors and special education specialists.”” The Caribbean Development
Bank is also funding a Basic Education II project to improve the management of the school system.™”

In 2004, The World Bank, in partnership with CARICOM and other international donor organizations,
launched a regional HIV /AIDS prevention project active in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. This project
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contains a component focused on prevention of HIV transmission among young people. It will provide
support to orphans, increase access to HIV/AIDS prevention and services for out of school youth, integrate
HIV /AIDS information into reproductive health programs, and promote peer counseling for youth,
parents and teachers. The first phase of this project is expected to end in 2007.™

As part of the February 2004 update to the National HIV /AIDS/STI Strategic Plan 2001-2006, the World
Bank will fund a USD 7 million project in St. Vincent and the Grenadines to combat the spread of
HIV/AIDS. Several government ministries will be involved in HIV/AIDS prevention activities. The
Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports will sponsor interventions through the school system. The
Ministry of Social Development will provide family services, address child abuse cases, supply school
dropouts with vocational and technical skills training, and target orphans and juvenile delinquents.™

*™ The World Bank, Caribbean HIV/AIDS I-Barbados, previously online, The World Bank, Washington, D.C., August 17, 2004;
available from http:/ /www.wds.worldbank.org/servlet/ WDSContentServer/ WDSP /IB /2001 /08 /04 /000094946 _
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