Papua New Guinea

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

The ILO estimated that 16.4 percent of children ages 10 to 14 years in Papua New Guinea were working in
2002. Children work as domestic servants,” in subsistence agriculture, and in family-related
businesses.”™ Children are also victims of commercial sexual exploitation.™

Education is not compulsory or free in Papua New Guinea.™ In 2001, both the gross primary enrollment
rate and the net primary enrollment rate were approximately 77 percent.” Gross and net enrollment ratios
are based on the number of students formally registered in primary school and therefore do not necessarily
reflect actual school attendance. Recent primary school attendance statistics are not available for Papua
New Guinea. In rural areas, the lack of access to schools reportedly contributes to low enrollment.™

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The Employment Act sets the minimum age for employment at 18 years, but children ages 11 to 18 may
work in family businesses with parental permission, medical clearance, and a work permit from the labor
office.”™ The Constitution prohibits forced labor."” The Criminal Code prohibits procuring, luring, or
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abducting women or girls for sexual relations or for confinement in a brothel.”™ Information on the
enforcement of child labor legislation is not available.™”

Current Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child
Labor

Selected Child Labor Measures Adopted by
The Government of Papua New Guinea has a “National Governments
v

Child Protection Service” to combat the Ratified ILO Convention 138
commercial sexual exploitation of children.”” UNICEF, | 6/02/2000

with the support of the government, is also g?(t)izﬁ/e;)géo Comyeiion 157~
implementing a Chl'ld .profcechon program that 1nclud§s LO-IPEC Momber

advocacy for the elimination of the worst forms of child [~~~ =~~~
labor, with a particular focus on commercial sexual National Child Labor Action Plan
exploitation. In addition, UNICEF is working to Sector Action Plan

promote girls” access to basic education through
education reform activities and awareness-raising about the value of schooling.”™ The Government of
Papua New Guinea is implementing education sector reforms aimed at increasing children’s access to
education.™ AusAID currently supports government reform efforts through basic education projects that
aim to improve teacher training, building and renovating classrooms, providing equipment and textbooks,
and promoting teaching in local languages.™
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