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Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

The Government of Fiji signed an MOU with the Australian Government for joint action to combat child sexual
abuse, including cooperative law enforcement mechanisms, as part of Australia’s plan of action against the Sexual
Exploitation of Children." Early in 2003, the Labor Ministry permanent secretary announced that a new bill
will be introduced in Parliament to strengthen legal efforts to eliminate child labor."”” This includes the
application of international child labor conventions. There has not been a substantive response on the part of the
government to address the reported increase in child labor.'"®

The Ministry of Education has stated its commitments to three main goals through the Education for All initiative:
improvement of educational facilities and resources in rural areas; increase in the school participation rate and
reduce dropout in basic education; and improvement of the quality and relevance of education to all."™ Action
towards achieving these goals has been the duty of the Ministry of Education, which has received financial or
human resource assistance from UN agencies, foreign embassies, and NGOs.'”"’ While this initiative does not
target child workers specifically, disadvantaged youth are targeted for training in employable skills."”"! The
Ministry of Education is also working with Save the Children Fund to compile data on school enrollment,
attendance, completion and dropout rates.'’'

Save the Children Fiji has several programs, one which aims to increase the universality of basic education and the
other to improve the quality of the school structures.'”” The former provides money to needy schools for
textbooks, and the textbooks are then hired out to children. The most disadvantaged children have their book fees
subsidized by the school.'”™ The latter project ensures that needy schools also have water storage tanks and toilets
that are in compliance with the Public Health Act. The community is involved in both the construction and
maintenance of these facilities.'”" Save the Children Fiji also worked to ensure that school attendance would not
suffer following the political coup in 2000 by canvassing for funds for school lunches and bus fares.'”'® Most
recently, the Government of New Zealand has pledged several hundred thousand dollars to help rebuild schools
destroyed by Cyclone Ami in January 2003."7"7
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Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Statistics on the number of working children under the age of 15 in Fiji are unavailable. Children work on family
farms or businesses,'”"® in homes as domestic workers, as shoe shiners, or in car repair shops.'”" Homeless children
also work in the informal sector,'® and the number of street children in Suva is reported to be growing.'”!
Children are also lured into the commercial sex industry by both local and foreign adults wishing to profit from the
pornography trade.'’*

Primary school education is compulsory for eight years."”> In 1998, the gross primary enrollment rate was 110.4
percent, and the net primary enrollment rate in 2000 was 99.3 percent.'”** Primary school attendance rates are
unavailable for Fiji. While enrollment rates indicate a level of commitment to education, they do not always reflect
children’s participation in school."? In general terms, school attendance is reported to be limited for some
children due to security concerns, the burden of school fees, and the cost of transportation.'”%

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The Employment Act sets the minimum age for employment at 12 years, and establishes that working children
between the ages of 12 and 15 years of age are prohibited from harsh conditions, long hours, and night work.'”?’
The Constitution prohibits forced labor."”?* The Penal Code prohibits the sale or hiring of minors under 16 years
of age for prostitution.'” The laws regulating child labor and their enforcement are both considered
insufficient.'"

The Government of Fiji ratified ILO Convention 138 on January 3, 2003 and ILO Convention 182 on April 17,
2002.171
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