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Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor
The Government of Bahrain has developed a national action plan to help implement ILO Convention 182.257

The government has established educational training programs for school dropouts,258  and also funds the Child
Care Home for children whose parents can no longer provide for them.259   The protection of children from
exploitation and neglect, as well as assisting their physical, spiritual, and moral growth, is considered a role of the
State.260

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor
Statistics on the number of working children under the age of 15 years in Bahrain are unavailable.  Children work
in family businesses and in the informal sector as car washers and vendors.261   Child trafficking is a problem
throughout the Middle East and the Gulf States, although there are no official confirmations of such activities in
Bahrain.262

Primary education is compulsory and free under the Constitution and generally lasts until the age of 12 or 13.263

In 2000, the gross primary enrollment rate was 103.0 percent, and the net primary enrollment rate was 96.0
percent.264   The net primary attendance rate in 2001 was 85 percent for male children and 84.0 percent for female
children.265   In 1999, 100.7 percent of children in primary school reached grade five.266   Bahrain’s Shura Council
approved a draft Education Law on October 9, 2001, that will enforce the compulsory aspect of education by
imposing fines of up to 100 Bahraini Dinar (USD 263) on parents of students who fail to attend school.267   The
government has never promulgated the law.268

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement
The Labor Law of 1976 establishes 14 years as the minimum age for employment.269   Under the Labor Law,
juveniles between the ages of 14 and 16 may not be employed in hazardous conditions, at night, or for more than
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6 hours per day.270   The Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs has inspectors to enforce legislation in the industrial
sector, and reports indicate that the mechanisms in place are effective.271   Labor laws do not apply to child
domestic workers.272   Forced or compulsory child labor is prohibited by the Constitution.273   Prostitution is illegal
under the Penal Code, and encouraging a child less than 18 years of age to enter into prostitution is punishable by
2 to 10 years of imprisonment.274

The Government of Bahrain has not ratified ILO Convention 138, but ratified ILO Convention 182 on March 23,
2001.275
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