SWAZILAND

Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

The National Program of Action for children, implemented in 1992, involved the formation of government com-
mittees on children’s issues.*'®* The program addressed most articles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child except free and compulsory primary education, which the government cannot ensure due to financial con-

straints.*1%

In 2002, the government established a Children’s Unit to promote and protect child rights. The unit
collaborates with law enforcement on child protections issues, has developed guidelines for management of child
abuse cases and has established professional networks through cooperation with the government’s legal branch and
NGOs. "% The Government of Swaziland, with a loan from the World Bank, is implementing a project on the
protection of children and orphans, which will make education and health care more accessible to the most vul-

7 The project will also provide rehabilitation and reintegration services to street
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nerable children in the country.
children and provide social protection to orphans and vulnerable children.

UNICEF and Save the Children Swaziland have projects designed to improve the education system in Swaziland.

UNICEF’ program focuses on improving gender equity in schools and generally improving the overall quality of

education.*®  Save the Children Swaziland has implemented programs to promote inclusive education for dis-

abled children*'”” and also improve awareness of HIV/AIDS.*'"!

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor
In 2000, the Government of Swaziland and UNICEF estimated that 11.3 percent of children ages 5 to 14 years

172 Children work in agriculture (particularly in the eastern region), and as domestics and herd-
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were working.
ers."'”? There are reports that girls from Mozambique have been involved in child prostitution in Swazilan

Education is neither free nor compulsory in Swaziland. The government pays teacher salaries, while student fees
and money raised from the community pay for costs such as building upkeep and teacher housing.*"”> In 2000,
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the gross primary school enrollment rate was 124.6 percent, and the net primary school enrollment rate was 93
percent.*7® In 1999, 84 percent of children enrolled in primary school reached grade 5.7

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The minimum age of employment is set at 15 years for industrial work, although children may work in the com-
mercial sector beginning at age 13.*"7*  Employment of children under 18 years is not permitted in mines, quarries
or underground work, or in any sector that is dangerous to their safety or health.*'”” The law allows children un-

der 15 to work in industrial firms that only employ family members or in technical schools under supervision, and
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limits children to 6 hours of work per day and 33 hours per week.*® The Ministry of Labor is responsible for en-

forcing child labor laws, but its effectiveness is limited by a lack of personnel.*'®!

The Criminal Code prohibits the procurement of a girl for purposes of prostitution.*'®* There is no law prohibit-

ing trafficking in persons.*'™®

The Government of Swaziland ratified ILO Convention 138 and ILO Convention 182 on October 23, 2002.4184
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