SOLOMON ISLANDS

Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

The Government of the Solomon Islands formulated a National Youth Policy in 2000 to address the welfare needs
of youth 14 to 29, and also those of children facing difficult situations below the age of 14.*> While a National
Advisory Committee on Children was established in 1993, government efforts that focus on children have been

hindered by a lack of resources and recent conflicts.***

To date, a majority of government eftforts have been focused on restoring peace and security in the country and
providing basic social services to its citizens.”””” With technical assistance from the UNDP, the Government of the
Solomon Islands produced the Solomon Islands Human Development Report in 2002. The is a policy-oriented docu-
ment that addresses various facts of human development such as education, labor, governance, and health.**® The
government also worked in consultation with the United Nations to assess the country’s national development
through a Common Country Assessment.”” The CCA formed the basis for the UN Development Assistance
Framework (UNDAF) 2003-2007, which was completed in 2002.*"

The country’s National Education Master Plan 1999-2010 includes provisions to improve the quality, scope, and
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relevance of education. The Ministry of Education has developed various training programs and services to

equip primary and secondary school teachers and education administrators.*""

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 2001, the ILO estimated that 23.3 percent of children ages 10 to 14 years in the Solomon Islands were work-
ing.*"” There are reports of commercial sexual exploitation, but information on the extent of the problem is not
available.** At times, about 100 children aged 12 to 17 reportedly fought in the ranks of militant Guadalcanelese
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Isatabu Freedom Movement in the conflict that erupted in 1998 between the Malaitans and the

Guadalcanelese.*%

40 and school fees are reported to be very high in relation to

008

Education in the Solomon Islands is not compulsory,

4007 However, other education data show
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income. In 1996, the gross primary enrollment rate was 96.9 percent.*

that only 60 percent of school-age children have access to primary education.* Primary school attendance rates
are unavailable for the Solomon Islands. The state of education is reported to have worsened in recent years, due

to poor infrastructure, lack of financial resources, and irregular payment of teachers.*"

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

Section 84 of the Labour Act prohibits the employment of children below the age of 12, but children may partici-
pate in light agricultural or domestic labor either as an employee of, or as a worker in the company of, their par-

ents.““)“

Children under the age of 15 are prohibited from working in industry or on ships, except on approved
training ships, and children under the age of 16 may not work underground in mines.*”"> The Constitution pro-
hibits slavery and forced labor.*"* The procurement of girls under 18 years of age for the purposes of prostitution
is prohibited under Part XVI of the Penal Code (“Offences Against Morality”).*'* Section 246 of the Penal

Code, Part XXVI, “Offences Against Liberty” provides for sanctions for the abduction of children.*"®

The Labor Division of the Ministry of Commerce, Trade, and Industry is tasked with enforcing child labor
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laws,*® but information of the effectiveness of this Division and other enforcement measures is not available.

The Government of the Solomon Islands has not ratified ILO Convention 138 or ILO Convention 182.4"
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