SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES

Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

In 1998, the Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, through its Department of Women’s Aftairs, pro-
duced and distributed a series of pamphlets to raise public awareness about the provisions of the Convention on

the Rights of the Child.””®” The government has also established a program to reintegrate street children into their

families.>’®®

The Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines is in the process of completing construction of primary and
secondary schools, completing computerization of all learning institutions, expanding the vocational training pro-
gram at the school for children with special needs, and constructing a national library and library facilities at one
primary school.”® The Ministry of Education, is participating in the implementation of the OECS Education

Strategy, through which the OECS territories aim to improve their education systems. The government is also

collaborating with UNICEE UNESCO and other organizations to improve the level of educational services.*””"

School textbook and feeding programs aim to improve the participation rate of children at the primary level.*”"!

The government also sponsors a Youth Empowerment Program as a supplement to secondary school which con-

sists of an apprenticeship program for young adults interested in learning a trade.?”*?

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor
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Statistics on the number of working children in St.Vincent and the Grenadines are unavailable. However, chil-

dren are known to work on family-owned banana farms, mainly during harvest time, or in family-owned cottage
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industries. Some children are known to work in marijuana fields. Some parents have allowed their chil-

dren, particularly adolescent girls, to become involved in commercial sexual exploitation in order to improve the

7% Street children, and boys in particular, have been found to engage in sexual
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economiic situation of the family.
practices for payment.”””” There were no official reports of people being trafticked in 2002.
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Education at government primary schools is free,”””” and the government is committed to providing free educa-

tion to all its children within the next decade.?8"

Although the 1992 Education Act provides for compulsory edu-
cation, it is not yet enforced.”"' The government investigates cases in which children are withdrawn from school
before the age of 16, but there is as much as 13 percent truancy among primary school children because of poverty,

low quality of schools, and a perception that there are few jobs available after education is completed.**"?

Entry into secondary school is dependent upon the student passing an examination. While most children complete
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primary school, there is a decrease in enrollment into secondary school as a result of the exams.”” Some children

who do not pass the exams drop out of school and end up working in the marijuana fields.”®”* In 1998, the gross
primary enrollment rate was estimated at 90.5 percent, and the net primary enrollment rate was estimated at 83.5
percent.*®” Attendance rates are not available for Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. While enrollment rates indi-

cate a level of commitment to education, they do not always reflect children’s participation in school.””

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The Employment of Women, Young Persons and Children’s Act of 1990 sets the minimum age for basic employ-
ment at 16 years,”” but since children often leave school at the age of 15, many begin work as apprentices at that
age.®™® Any person who employs a child in an industrial undertaking is liable to a USD 100 fine for their first of-

fense, and a USD 250 fine for each subsequent offense.”®” Forced or compulsory labor is prohibited by the consti-

tution, and it is not known to occur.*!”

The Labor Inspectorate at the Department of Labor is authorized to investigate and address child labor legislation
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and conducts annual workplace inspections. No violations have been reported, and employers are believed to

generally respect the law in practice.”'?
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Although there are no laws that specifically address trafficking in persons, there are various laws that could be ap-
plied to trafficking in the country’s Criminal Code.”®"” Causing or encouraging prostitution of girls under the age
of 15 is prohibited by the Criminal Code and is punishable with imprisonment for seven years.”* It is also illegal
to have intercourse with a girl under the age of 15 years.*®”®* Kidnapping and abduction with the intent to take

the person out of St.Vincent and the Grenadines are offenses punishable with 14 years of imprisonment.**'®

The Government of St.Vincent and the Grenadines has not ratified ILO Convention 138 but ratified ILO Con-
vention 182 on December 4, 2001.38"7
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