SAINT LUCIA

Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

The Government of St. Lucia has given high priority to bettering educational opportunities for its children and
supports programs such as subsidized meals in a number of schools and building new schools.””®®  From 1995 to
2000, the government undertook a Basic Education Reform Project with support from the World Bank to in-

crease the efficiency and effectiveness of the education system, and enhance access to educational opportunities.*”®’

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Statistics on the number of working children under the age of 15 in Saint Lucia are unavailable. Children are

tound working in rural areas, where they help harvest bananas on family farms. Children also work in urban food

3779 The sexual exploitation of children is a growing

3771

stalls and as street traders during non-school and festival days.
problem in Saint Lucia, but there is still very little information available on the issue.

Education in St. Lucia is compulsory between the ages of 5 and 15 years, but registration fees are required.””? In
2000, the World Bank estimated that the gross primary school enrollment rate was 112.4 percent, and the net pri-
mary school enrollment was 99.9 percent.”’”> Attendance rates are not available for Saint Lucia. While enrollment
rates indicate a level of commitment to education, they do not always reflect children’s participation in school.””*

Only about one-third of primary school children continue on to secondary school.”””

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The Employment of Women, Young Persons and Children Law sets 14 years as the minimum age for employment,
18 years in industrial settings, *”’® and prohibits night work for children under 16 years.”””” The Education Act of
1999 sets the minimum age for employment at 16 years during the school year.”’”® The Constitution prohibits sla-
very, servitude, or forced labor, except for labor required by law, court order, military service, or pubic emer-
gency.”””” The Criminal Code bans the procurement of women and girls for prostitution, as well as the abduction
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7780 Procurement is punishable with imprisonment for 2
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of any female for the purpose of forced sexual relations.
years, and abduction for the purpose of sexual relations is punishable with imprisonment for 14 years.
782 Hazardous work is not defined in a single law, but is

There are
no laws that specifically address trafficking in persons.
covered through a combination of legislation and regulations.””® The penalties for violation of child labor laws do

not exceed USD 200 or 3 months imprisonment.*’%

The Department of Labor of the Ministry of Labor Relations, Public Service, and Cooperatives is responsible for
implementing statutes on child labor. There were no reports of violations of child labor laws, or of trafficking in

persons in 2001.77%

St. Lucia has not ratified ILO Convention 138, but ratified ILO Convention 182 on December 6, 2000.378¢
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