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Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor
The Government of Georgia is an associated country of ILO-IPEC.1794   With technical assistance from ILO-
IPEC’s SIMPOC, the Government of Georgia has conducted a child labor survey and is in the final stages of
releasing national estimates on child labor.1795   The UNDP is also working to strengthen the capacity of the State
Department of Statistics so that it can collect reliable statistical data that can support the development of effective
interventions to address child labor.1796   In 2003, the President of Georgia issued a National Action Plan that
envisions a number of activities aimed at preventing trafficking.  The Ombudsperson’s Office has also created a
working group on trafficking in persons that involves NGOs.1797

As part of Georgia’s State Program of Reforms, the Ministry of Education is working to improve the country’s
educational institutions during the transition to a market economy, including support for teacher training, and
development of new curricula.1798   In support of these objectives, the World Bank is funding a 12-year, USD 25.9
million program that will develop a national curriculum for primary and secondary education, train teachers and
principals, and provide basic learning materials.1799   UNICEF is assisting the Government of Georgia to address
children’s rights issues through a national plan of action for children based on the UN Convention on the Rights
of the Child.  UNICEF is also supporting the use of child-oriented teaching and learning, life skills education, and
inclusive education practices.1800

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor
In 1999, UNICEF estimated that 30 percent of children ages 5 to 14 years in Georgia were working.1801   There are
reports of significant numbers of children, some as young as 5 years old, engaged in begging or working on the
streets.  Children as young as 9 years old are found working in markets, sometimes at night, and involved in
carrying or loading wares.  Children also work in cafes, bistros, gas stations, and for street photographers.1802
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Incidents of the commercial sexual exploitation of children, particularly for prostitution and pornography, are
reported to be increasing, especially among girls.1803

Primary education is mandatory and free1804  from the age of 6 or 7 until 16 years.1805   According to Georgia’s
Constitution, secondary education is also free at state institutions within the framework and rules established by
the country’s laws. 1806  In 2000, the net attendance rate for children ages 6 to 15 in Georgia was 96 percent.1807

Although the Constitution mandates that primary education is free,1808  many parents have difficulty affording the
costs of related expenses such as books and school supplies.  Moreover, many parents are forced to pay some form
of tuition or teacher’s salaries, all of which prevent some children from attending school.1809

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement
The minimum age for employment in Georgia is 16 years.  However, children who are 15 years old, may work in
jobs that are not dangerous to their health or development, in some jobs in the performing arts, or with special
permission from the local trade union.1810   In general, children under 18 years of age may not be hired for
unhealthy or underground work, and children ages 16 to 18 years have reduced working hours.1811

The Criminal Code includes penalties for encouraging minors to engage in prostitution and prohibits sexual abuse
of a person under 16.1812   The Criminal Code also provides for penalties for trafficking of minors, particularly for
the purpose of prostitution.1813   Prostitution of children and involving children in pornography are offenses
punishable by a prison sentence of up to 3 years. 1814   Within the Ministry of Internal Affairs, a division is charged
with handling crimes against minors, including sexual exploitation of children.1815

The Government of Georgia ratified ILO Convention 138 on September 23, 1996, and ratified ILO Convention
182 on July 24, 2002.1816
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