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I
Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor
In May 2000, the Government of Equatorial Guinea requested assistance from the ILO and the U.S. Government
to improve the country’s adherence to international labor standards, including those related to child labor.1575   The
country has government-sponsored and private programs to provide vocational education for at-risk children.1576

In September 2002, the government ratified a National Education for All Plan 2002-2015, in which it pledged to
give priority to basic and girls’ education, and will aim to ensure free education for all.1577   The government
provides assistance to child victims of trafficking and is constructing two shelters for trafficked children. In
addition, the government helped sponsor a public awareness campaign aimed at reducing young girls’ vulnerability
to trafficking.1578

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor
In 2001, the ILO estimated that 32 percent of children ages 10 to 14 years in Equatorial Guinea were working.1579

Children work primarily on family farms, in street vending,1580  in bars and grocery stores.1581   There is evidence
that children engage in prostitution,1582  particularly in the capital city of Malabo.1583   Children are trafficked
within the country and from neighboring countries in West and Central Africa for commercial sexual exploitation
and bonded labor as domestic servants, farmhands and street hawkers.1584

Education is compulsory through primary school, but the law is not enforced.1585   In 2000, the gross primary
enrollment rate was 120.4 percent, and the net primary enrollment rate was 71.7 percent.1586   Attendance rates are
not available for Equatorial Guinea.1587   While enrollment rates indicate a level of commitment to education, they
do not always reflect children’s participation in school.1588   Late entry into the school system and high dropout
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rates are common, and girls are more likely than boys to drop out of school.1589  Pregnancy and the expectation
that girls will assist with agricultural work result in lower education attainment levels for girls, with only 12
percent of girls reaching the secondary level compared with more than 24 percent of boys in 1999.1590

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement
Labor laws set the minimum age for employment at 14 years, but the law is not enforced.1591  Children as young as
13 years of age can work in light jobs on the condition that the work does not affect their health, growth, or
school attendance.  Children who are 12 years old may work in agriculture or craft making.1592   Children under 16
years are prohibited from work that might harm their health, safety, or morals.1593   In 2001, the government passed
a measure banning all children under the age of 17 years from being on the streets and from working after 11 p.m.
This measure was undertaken by the Ministry of the Interior to curb growing levels of prostitution, delinquency,
and alcoholism among young people employed in bars, grocery stores, and as street hawkers.  The measure calls for
the arrest of violators and fining of parents as punishment for violations.1594   Forced or bonded labor by children is
prohibited.1595   Although prostitution is illegal1596 , the country does not have an anti-trafficking law but is in the
process of drafting legislation.1597

The Ministry of Labor corps of 50 national labor inspectors enforces labor laws.1598   However, the government
devotes little attention to the rights of children, and fails to enforce minimum age laws for work or laws mandating
education through primary school.1599

The Government of Equatorial Guinea ratified ILO Convention 138 on June 12, 1985 and ILO Convention 182
on August 13, 2001.1600
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