Chile

Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child
Labor

The Government of Chile has been amember of ILO-IPEC since 1996.7%2 As part of this program,
the government established the National Advisory Committee to Eradicate Child Labor.”®3 In
2001, the Committee developed a National Plan of Action’®* with five focus areas: nation-wide
awareness-raising, collection of data,’® promotion of legislative reform in compliance with ILO
conventions, development of age-specific targeted intervention programs, and ongoing monitoring
and evaluation.”®® As part of this effort, the Committee has designed specific programs for children
working in the regions of Rio Cachapoal, El Olivar, Temuco and the suburbs of Santiago.”®’ In
2002, ILO-1PEC began working with the government on two new initiatives, a project to establish a
national register on the worst forms of child labor and a project on the prevention and eradication of
commercial sexual exploitation of children.”88
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In addition to collaborative efforts with ILO-IPEC, the Chilean government recently announced that
anew “Chilein Solidarity” program will begin at the end of 2002 to provide income and other
support for families with children at risk of deserting school and working.”®® A working group has
also been7 9eoﬂtabl ished to prepare a plan of action against the commercial sexual exploitation of
children.

Chile is also participating in regional effortsto combat child labor. In 1997, Chile was a party to
the Declaration of Buenos Aires, in which it agreed, along with the Mercosur countries (Argentina,
Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay), to conduct awareness raising and promote the harmonization of
regional laws related to child labor. With the support of ILO-IPEC, the Chilean government is
collaborating with the Mercosur countries to gather more adequate statistics on child labor under
ILO-IPEC’'s SIMPOC, to create and exchange best practices on child labor inspection systems, to
promote legidlation in line with ILO Conventions 138 and 182 throughout the region, to strengthen
civil society partners, to incorporate child labor themesinto national and regional policies, to
remove children from and prevent children from entering child labor, and to establish observer
committees responsible for evaluating progress. "°* Also with assistance from ILO-IPEC, Chileis
participating in the development of a coordinated information system on child labor throughout
South America.”?

The Chilean Ministry of Education has initiated reforms to improve the quality, equity and
efficiency of the country=s educational system.”® The government operates a family income
support program (Subsidio Unico Familiar) in which families receive direct money transfersif they
can demonstrate, among other requirements, that family members between 6 and 18 years of age
areregistered in school. The government also provides support for scholarship and school meal
programs.”®* There has been a significant increase in the number of schools covered by the
Program of 900 Schools (P-900), initially launched in 1990, which provides funding for teaching
assistants for a number of basic education classrooms.”® The government’s Rural Basic Education
Program provides additional funding and targeted programs for rural students and teachers.”® In
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1996, the government implemented the Full School Day Reform, which extended the school day,
provided a new curriculum framework, implemented incentives for teacher professionalism and
initiated a network to model and disseminate innovative teaching, learning and managerial practices
at the secondary level.”®’

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 2000, the ILO estimated that less than 1 percent of children ages 10 to 14 in Chile were
working.”® |LO-IPEC has identified mining, agriculture and street work as three high risk areas
where children are working in Chile.”®® Children also work in manufacturing (garment, furniture,
bottling and packaging),2® lumber processing, charcoal production, meat processing, shellfish
processing, fishing, ranching, shepherding, domestic service, as baggers in supermarkets, and in the
sale of drugs.8? Many children are employed in the informal economy.8%2 Children are involved
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in prostitution in Chile.8% Thereis limited information available on other forms of commercial
sexual exploitation of children in Chile.8%

Education is free?® and compulsory in Chile for eight years.8% In 1998, the gross primary
enrollment rate was 105.8 percent and the net primary enrollment rate was 87.9 percent.87 In
2000, according to a government household survey, 1 percent of Chilean children between 6 and 13
did not attend school 8% The country’s rural population completes less schooling than the
country’s urban population.8® The likelihood that children will engage in work instead of attend
school increases as family income decreases.81°

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The Labor Code sets the minimum age for employment at 15 years, although children under the age
of 15 may work in theatrical productions with the proper legal authorization.8! Fifteen year olds
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are allowed to do light work if they have completed compulsory education, and if the work will not
affect their health, development or attendance in education and training programs. Children ages 16
to 18 can work with the permission of their parents.12 Children under the age of 18 are prohibited
from working at night between the hours of 10 p.m. and 7 am. (outside afamily business),
underground, in nightclubs or similar establishments in which acohol is consumed, or in activities
that endanger their health, safety or morality.81® The Constitution and the Labor Code prohibit
forced labor,8* and the prostitution of children, corruption of minors and involvement of children
in pornography are prohibited under the Penal Code.8'> The trafficking of children for prostitution
is also prohibited under the Penal Code.816

The Ministry of Labor=s Inspection Agency enforces child labor laws in the formal sector, while
the National Service for Minorswithin the Ministry of Justice investigates exploitative child labor
related to pornography, the sale of drugs, and other related criminal activities.8l’ Child labor
inspections are infrequent, and are usually initiated only after a specific complaint,8® but overall
compliance is good in the formal economy.81® Child labor is a problem in the informal economy,
however.82 Cases of commercial sexual exploitation of children often are not investigated and
prosecuted and victim assistance services are lacking.8!

Chile ratified ILO Convention 138 on February 1, 1999 and ILO Convention 182 on July 17,
2000.822
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