Barbados

Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child
Labor

In October 2001, the Government of Barbados launched a pilot national child labor study, in
cooperation with the ILO Caribbean Office, to assess the extent of worst forms of child labor in
Barbados.?® Preliminary regional research has shown that worst forms of child labor may exist in
the criminal and informal sector in many Caribbean countries.?®® The Government of Barbados
and labor unions, like the Barbados Workers Union, have continued to work to prevent child labor
in the formal sector within the country and across the Caribbean region.?’®©  The Government
continues to ban all imports from countries where child labor was utilized in the production
process.2’t

The Ministry of Education has committed itself to a seven-year Education Sector Enhancement
Program to rehabilitate school buildings, ensure that primary and secondary schools are equipped
with computers, and train teachers to help children become computer literate.?’? The government
has established an Educational Media Resource Center to review software for use in the country’s
schools, especialy in relation to the programs intended to promote computer literacy. 273

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

According to ILO and the government, there are no working children under the age of 15in
Barbados.?’* Information on child labor practicesin the informal sector islimited. The
government is willing to investigate and inspect cases of child labor if incidents of child labor
should arise.?”®
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Education isfree of charge in government institutions and compul sory between the ages of 5 and
16. School attendanceis strictly enforced.?’® In 1996, the gross and net enrollment rates were 97.3
percent.?’”” Primary school attendance rates are unavailable for Barbados. While enrollment rates
indicat%% level of commitment to education, they do not always reflect children’s participation in
school.

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

According to the Miscellaneous Provisions of the Employment Act, 16 yearsis the minimum age
for employment in Barbados, and children are not permitted to work during school hours.?”® The
Minister of Labor must authorize apprenticeships and vocational training. A child undertaking an
apprenticeship must be have a certificate from amedical professional certifying that the apprentice
or traineeisfit to meet the requirements of the job.2° The Police Force and the Department of
Labor have jurisdiction over the monitoring and enforcement of child labor legislation,?8t and |abor
inspzecsztors conduct spot checks of businesses and check records to verify compliance with the

law.

The Constitution prohibits forced labor.283 Any adult who has sexual intercourse with a child
under 14 years of age may be imprisoned for life. If the child is between 14 and 16 years of age the
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person may be imprisoned for 10 years.?28* Procurement of all persons for prostitution isillegal and
punishable with 15 yearsin prison.?®

The Government of Barbados ratified ILO Convention 138 on January 4, 2000 and ILO Convention
182 on October 23, 2000.286
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