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Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child
Labor

The Government of Tuvalu began a review of national education policy in 2002 in order to address
concerns regarding the quality of education in the country.3666   The government currently receives
assistance from UNDP and UNICEF for a variety of national and regional programs that benefit
children.3667   UNDP provides technical assistance to strengthen the capacities of local governments
in Tuvalu and implements regional basic education, non-formal education, and poverty strategy
initiatives in the Pacific.3668   UNICEF’s programs specifically address children’s health, youth
development, and education.3669   The Governments of Australia and New Zealand provide funds
for education-related projects and activities.3670   The Government of Australia supported a five-
year project to improve the management and administration of the education system at the primary
and secondary levels.3671

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Statistics on the number of working children under the age of 15 in Tuvalu are unavailable.
Reportedly, children are rarely employed in non-traditional sectors of the economy.3672
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Under Tuvalu’s Education for Life Program,3673  education is free and compulsory between the ages
of 6 and 15 years.3674   In 1998, the gross and net primary enrollment rates were both 100
percent.3675   Primary school attendance rates are unavailable for Tuvalu.  While enrollment rates
indicate a level of commitment to education, they do not always reflect children’s participation in
school.3676

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

Tuvalese law sets the minimum age of employment at 14 years, and a child must be 18 years old to
sign a formal work contract.3677   The law prohibits industrial labor or work on ships by children
less than 15 years of age.3678   In addition, the Constitution and the Penal Code prohibit forced
labor.3679   The Penal Code criminalizes the procurement of a child less than 18 years of age for
prostitution.  While the law does not specifically address trafficking in children, the kidnapping or
abducting of children is prohibited under the Penal Code.3680

The Government of Tuvalu is not a member of the ILO, and as such has not ratified ILO
Convention 138 or ILO Convention 182.3681
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