Solomon Islands

Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child
Labor

The Government of the Solomon Islands isimplementing a National Education Master Plan for
1999-2010 that includes provisions to improve the quality and relevance of education.3?76

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 2000, the ILO estimated that 24.2 percent of children ages 10 to 14 yearsin the Solomon Islands
were working.32’” There are reports of commercial sexual exploitation, but information on the
extent of the problem is not available.32® |n the 1998 conflict between the dominant Malatians and
the Guadal canalese, the militant Guadal canel ese | satabu Freedom Movement (IFM) reportedly
included about 100 child soldiers aged 12 to 17 in its ranks.3?7°

Education in the Solomon Islands is not compulsory,32° and school fees are reported to be very
high in relation to local income.3281 |n 1996, the gross primary enrollment rate was 96.9
percent.3282 However, other education data show that only 60 percent of school-age children have
access to primary education.328  Primary school attendance rates are unavailable for the Solomon
Islands. While enrollment rates indicate alevel of commitment to education, they do not always
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reflect children’s participation in school .34 The state of education is reported to have worsened in
recent years, due to deteriorating infrastructure, alack of financial resources, and afailure of the
government to pay teachers.328°

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

Children under the age of 12 are prohibited from heavy work, but they may participate in light
agricultural or domestic labor (work performed in the company of their parents).3286  Children
under the age of 15 are prohibited from working in industry or on ships, and children under the age
of 18 may not work underground or in mines.3%’ The Constitution prohibits slavery and forced
labor.328  The procurement of girls under 18 years of age for the purposes of prostitution is
prohibited under the Penal Code, and is punishable with a maximum penalty of two years
imprisonment.328° There are no specific provisions criminalizing trafficking in persons.3%°

The Labor Division of the Ministry of Commerce, Trade, and Industry is responsible for enforcing
child labor laws,32%! but information on the effectiveness of this division and other enforcement
measures is not available.

The Government of the Solomon Islands has not ratified ILO Convention 138 or ILO Convention
182.3292
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