Seychelles

Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child
Labor

On September 28, 1999, Seychelles became the first country to ratify ILO Convention 182 on the
elimination of the worst forms of child labor.3297 The Government of the Seychelles implemented
major education reform programsin 1990 and 1999, which were aimed in part at improving access
to and quality of primary education through enhanced teacher training standards, improved physical
facilities, and guaranteed free education for all.32%® The Division of Social Affairsin the Ministry
of Social Affairs and Manpower Development works to protect children’s rights.3%° The National
Commission for Child Protection, established in 1996, is responsible for overall child protection
policies, and the National Council for Children is the organization responsible for overal policy-
making on child rights.3210

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Statistics on the number of working children under the age of 15 in Seychelles are unavailable, and
information is not available on the incidence and nature of child labor. Education is compulsory for
10 years and free through secondary school 3211 |n 1999, the gross primary enrollment rate was
100.8 percent and the net primary enrollment rate was 99.9 percent.3212  Attendance rates are not
available for Seychelles. While enrollment rates indicate alevel of commitment to education, they
do not always reflect children’s participation in school 3213
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Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The Constitution sets the minimum age for employment at 15 years, with exceptions for children
employed part timein light work that is not harmful to their health, morals or education. Violations
of the minimum age regulation are punishable by afine of SCR 6,000 (USD 1,119).3%* An
amendment to the Employment of Young Persons and Children Act of 1981 specifically prohibits
children under 18 from working in hotels, restaurants and shops.3?> Forced or bonded labor is
prohibited by law.3216 Article 138(b) of the Penal Code prohibits the procuring of any woman or
girl for purposes of prostitution.®?’ The Ministry of Employment and Social Servicesis
responsible for enforcing child labor laws and investigating child labor abuses,3%18

In 2001, there were no reported cases of child labor requiring investigation by the Ministry of
Employment and Socia Services, no known cases of forced or bonded labor by children, and no
reports of trafficking in persons to, from, or within the country.321° A Family Tribunal composed
of 18 members hears and decides all cases relating to the care and custody of children, save
paternity cases.3?2° Only 42 cases of child sex abuse were reported in 2001, and there are concerns
that the police fails to vigorously investigate charges of child abuse.3?%

The Government of Seychellesratified ILO Convention 138 on March 7, 2000, and ILO
Convention 182 on September 28, 19993222
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