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Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child
Labor

The Government of St. Lucia adopted a national plan of action in 1991 for the survival, protection,
and development of children, but has not implemented effective programs to fulfill its mandate.3084

From 1995 to 2000, the government undertook a Basic Education Reform Project with support
from the World Bank to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of the education system, and
enhance access to educational opportunities.3085

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Statistics on the number of working children under the age of 15 in Saint Lucia are unavailable.
Children are found working in rural areas, where they help on family farms.  Children also work in
urban food stalls and as street traders during non-school and festival days.3086

In 1999, UNICEF estimated that the gross primary school enrollment rate was 121 percent.3087

Attendance rates are not available for Saint Lucia.  While enrollment rates indicate a level of
commitment to education, they do not always reflect children’s participation in school.3088    In
1997-99, approximately 25 percent of the national recurrent budget was allocated to education, with
primary education receiving a 41.1 percent share of the education allocation.3089   Only about one-
half of primary school children continue on to secondary school.3090
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Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The Employment of Women, Young Persons and Children Law sets 14 years as the minimum age
for employment, 18 years in industrial settings, and prohibits night work for children under 16
years.3091   The Education Act of 1999 sets the minimum age for employment at 16 years during the
school year.3092   The constitution prohibits slavery, servitude, or forced labor, except for labor
required by law, court order, military service, or pubic emergency.3093   The Criminal Code bans the
procurement of women and girls for prostitution, as well as the abduction of any female for the
purpose of forced sexual relations.3094   There are no laws that address trafficking in persons.3095

Labor laws do not specifically define hazardous work,3096  and there is only one qualified workplace
safety and health inspector for the entire country.3097   The penalties for violation of child labor laws
do not exceed USD 200 or three months’ imprisonment.3098

The Department of Labor of the Ministry of Legal Affairs, Home Affairs and Labor enforces all
labor laws and regulations through workplace inspections.  There were no reports of violations of
child labor laws, or of trafficking in persons in 2001.3099

St. Lucia has not ratified ILO Convention 138, but ratified ILO Convention 182 on December 6,
2000.3100
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