Saint Kitts and Nevis

Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child
Labor

The Government of St. Kitts and Nevisisworking to improve primary education through
construction and expansion of school buildings, revision of the primary curriculum, and by funding
textbooks and paying school fees for students' external examinations.3%¢° |n 1997, a curriculum
Development Unit was established. 1n 1998, a Teacher Resource Center was established, and
primary school children now receive a hot lunch.3%7° |n 1998, public expenditures on primary
education were 36.7 percent of total public expenditures on education and 1.7 percent of GNP3071

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Statistics on the number of working children under the age of 15 in St. Kittsand Nevis are
unavailable, and limited information is avail able on the incidence and nature of child labor.
Children work in agriculture and domestic service, usually to help their families.3%’2 There are no
reported cases of forced or bonded child labor. 3073

Education is compulsory between the ages of 5 and 16 years.3%™4 |n 1997 to 1998, the gross
primary enrollment rate was 97.6 percent, and the net primary enrollment was 88.6 percent.307°
Attendance rates are not available for Saint Kitts and Nevis. While enrollment rates indicate a level
of commitment to education, they do not always reflect children’s participation in school .3076
Primary schools suffer from a high dropout rate and poor reading ability for males, high truancy,
lack of relevant learning material, an insufficient number of trained and qualified teachers, and
outdated teaching methods.307”
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Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The Constitution prohibits slavery, servitude and forced labor.3’8  The Employment of Children
Ordinance sets the minimum legal working age at 12 years.307°

The Department of Labor in St. Kitts and Nevisis responsible for investigating child labor
complaints.3%0 The Labor Ministry relies on school truancy officers and its community affairs
division to monitor compliance with child labor provisions.*®! To date, no cases of child labor
violations have been brought to the attention of the ministry.3%82

The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis has not ratified ILO Convention 138. It ratified ILO
Convention 182 on October 12, 2000.3083
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