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Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child
Labor

Officials of the Government of Guyana have attended training workshops aimed at building the
capacity of the national statistics agency and the Ministry of Labor to collect and disseminate data
on child labor.1671   The government has established a drop-in center for street children, and is also
building a home for street children.1672

During the 1990s, the Government of Guyana implemented a Primary Education Improvement
Project that enhanced teacher training, produced new primary school textbooks for each pupil and
constructed 35 new schools, rehabilitating 64 more.1673   By 1998, public spending on education
was increased to 14 percent of the budget, reaching 5.6 percent of GDP.1674   In 2002, the
government received support from the Inter-American Development Bank to modernize and
strengthen the country’s basic education system.1675   In November 2002, the Government of
Guyana was selected to receive funding from the World Bank and other donors under the Education
for All Fast Track Initiative, which aims to provide all children with a primary school education by
the year 2015.1676

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Statistics on the number of working children under the age of 15 in Guyana are unavailable.  There
is a substantial informal sector, which employs 25 percent of the workforce.1677   UNICEF reports
that child labor is a serious issue in the informal sector, and it is common to see children engaged in
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street trading.1678   There are reports that children are involved in prostitution in tourist areas, ports
and the capital city of Georgetown.1679

Primary education in Guyana is compulsory and free.1680   In 1998, the gross primary enrollment
rate was 102 percent, and the net primary enrollment rate was 85.4 percent.1681   Attendance rates
are not available for Guyana.  While enrollment rates indicate a level of commitment to education,
they do not always reflect children’s participation in school.1682

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The Factories Act and Employment of Young Persons and Children Act of 1999 sets the minimum
age for employment at 14 years.1683   Children under the age of 18 are prohibited from work that
could jeopardize their health, safety, or morals.  Forced labor is prohibited by the Constitution.1684

The Criminal Law Offences Act protects children from sexual abuse and exploitation, establishing
the age of consent for sexual activity at 13 years.  Prostitution of a child under 13 years is illegal
according to the act, but it is a defense for the accused to claim that he/she believed the child to be
at least 13 years.1685   The Ministry of Labor lacks sufficient inspectors to enforce child labor laws
effectively.1686

The Government of Guyana ratified ILO Convention 138 on April 15, 1998 and ILO Convention
182 on January 15, 2001.1687
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