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Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child
Labor

Georgia is an associated country of ILO-IPEC.1493   With technical assistance from ILO-IPEC’s
SIMPOC, the Government of Georgia has conducted a child labor survey and is in the final stages
of releasing national estimates on child labor.1494   The UNDP is also working to strengthen the
capacity of the State Department of Statistics, in order to conduct a national child labor survey.1495

In February 2000, the President promulgated a general strategy to combat trafficking.1496

With its limited budget, the Ministry of Education is working to improve the country’s existing
educational institutions, support teacher training, and establish new curricula and education
standards.1497   The World Bank recently provided Georgia with a loan for approximately USD 30
million to work toward several of these objectives in the education sector.1498   UNICEF is assisting
various government ministries to address children’s rights issues, including increasing access to
quality pre-primary and basic education.1499   Save the Children-US is also collaborating with
UNICEF and local NGOs to promote children’s rights, and specifically to assist street children who
do not have access to education.1500
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Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 1999, UNICEF estimated that 30 percent of children ages 5 to 14 years in Georgia were
working.1501   There is limited information on the specific sectors in which children work.
However, there are reports of children as young as 9 years old working on the streets of Tbilisi, in
markets and sometimes at night, carrying or loading wares.1502   Children as young as 5 years of age
work as beggars.1503   Other reports indicate that children are trafficked from Georgia to Turkey or
Greece for the purposes of prostitution and domestic servitude.1504   Incidents of the commercial
sexual exploitation of children, particularly for prostitution and pornography, are reported to be
increasing, especially among girls.1505

Education in Georgia is free of charge and compulsory1506  from the age of 6 or 7 until 16 years.1507

In 1998, the gross primary enrollment rate was 95.3 percent.1508   In 2000, the net attendance rate
for children ages 6 to 15 in Georgia was 96 percent.1509   Although the Constitution mandates that
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8256.htm.
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primary education is free,1510  related expenses such as books prevent some children from
attending.1511

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The law sets the minimum age for employment at 16 years.  However, children who are 15 years of
age may work in jobs that are not dangerous to their health or development, in some jobs in the
performing arts, or with special permission from the local trade union.1512   In general, children
under 18 years of age may not be hired for unhealthy or underground work, and children between
the ages of 16 and 18 years have reduced working hours.1513

The Criminal Code prohibits keeping brothels, procuring women for prostitution, lewd conduct
involving minors, and sexual relations with a person under 16.1514   Although there are no laws that
specifically address trafficking, related offenses can be prosecuted under the Criminal Code.1515

These offenses are punishable by a prison sentence of up to three years. 1516   There is no available
information on the enforcement of minimum age laws.  There was a recent conviction in a Georgian
case involving trafficking in minors.1517

The Government of Georgia ratified ILO Convention 138 on September 23, 1996, and ratified ILO
Convention 182 on July 24, 2002.1518




