Dominica

Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

The government is seeking resources to improve childhood development.”* In November
1995, Dominica began implementing the Basic Education Reform Project (BERP), a comprehen-
sive reform of the compulsory education sector. The project, jointly funded by the government and
the Work Bank, involves school rehabilitation, the provision of textbooks and learning materials,
and training.”® BERP is complemented by the Eastern Caribbean Education Reform Project,
which is a sub-regional project that was funded by the Canadian Agency for International Develop-
ment.”®® The government also funds a Youth Skills Training Program with its own funds and with
assistance from the Organization of American States. ™’

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Statistics on the number of working children below the age of 15 in Dominica are unavail-
able. However, some children are reported to work on a seasonal basis with their families in
agriculture.”

Education in Dominica is compulsory from ages 5 to 16.”° The gross primary enrollment
rate was 100.4 percent in 1991 and 98.2 percent in 1998, and the net primary enrollment rate was
88.7 percent in 1991 and 88.8 percent in 1998.7° Primary school attendance rates are unavailable
for Dominica. While enrollment rates indicate a level of commitment to education, they do not
always reflect children’s participation in school.””" Poor physical conditions in many primary
schools affect the quality of education, and some schools are overcrowded, limiting access to
primary education, particularly for children living in urban areas around the capital.”’”> Poverty and
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work on family banana farms during the harvest season can affect school attendance, but other
employment does not pull minors out of school.”” There is a significant Carib Indian population
on Dominica, and schools on the Carib reservations are reported to have fewer resources.””*

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The minimum age for employment in Dominica is 15 years.””” There are no laws that
specifically prohibit trafficking in persons or child pornography,’” but the Sexual Offenses Act of
1998 prohibits the prostitution of minors.””” Dominica has no military; therefore, the use of child
soldiers is not considered a problem.””®

Dominica ratified ILO Convention 138 in September 27, 1983 and ILO Convention 182
on January 4, 2001.77
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