Solomon Islands

Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

The Solomon Islands 1997 Draft National Education Master Plan for 1999-2010 includes
provisions to increase primary education enrollment and to increase the number of teachers over
the same period.?*?

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 1999, the ILO estimated that 25.1 percent of children in the Solomon Islands between
the ages of 10 and 14 were working.?** Children under the age of 15, some as young as 11,
reportedly work as prostitutes.??** In the conflict between the dominant Malatians and the
Guadalcanalese, the militant Guadalcanalese Isatabu Freedom Movement (IFM) has reportedly
included about 100 child soldiers ages 12 to 17 in its ranks. According to Amnesty International,
children between 12 and 17 made up at least a quarter of the [FM fighters manning roadblocks
visited by its observers east of the town of Honiara in September 1999.2%

Education in the Solomon Islands is not compulsory and only 60 per cent of school-age
children have access to primary education.??*® From 1990 to 1994, the gross primary school
enrollment rose from 84.5 percent to 96.6 percent.?” Primary school attendance rates are unavail-
able for the Solomon Islands. While enrollment rates indicate a level of commitment to education,
they do not always reflect children’s participation in school.?*® Efforts and plans made by the
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Department of Education and Human Resource Development to expand educational
facilities and increase enrollment have been hindered by a lack of government funding, misguided
teacher training programs, poor coordination of programs, and a failure of the government to pay
teachers.”?” The percentage of the government’s budget allocated to education was 9.7 percent in
1998, down from 13.2 percent in 1990.2%

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

Children under the age of 12 are prohibited from heavy work, but they may participate in
light agricultural or domestic labor (work performed in the company of their parents).**! Children
under the age of 15 are prohibited from working in industry or on ships, and children under the age
of 18 may not work underground or in mines.”*”> The Constitution prohibits forced labor, including
forced and bonded labor by children.?% The Labor Division of the Ministry of Commerce, Trade,
and Industry is responsible for enforcing child labor laws.?** The Solomon Islands has not ratified
ILO Convention 138 or ILO Convention 182.2%
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