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Kiribati

Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

The Government of Kiribati developed the National Development Strategy for 2000-2003

to promote access to education, which includes the provision of universal education at little or no

direct cost to parents throughout Kiribati, including the outer islands of Teraina and Tabuaeran.1390

UNICEF is also active in Kiribati implementing child and youth advocacy projects.1391

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Statistics on the number of working children under the age of 15 in Kiribati are not

available. Some children who are not in school are reported to work in the informal sector, either in

small-scale enterprises or in their homes.1392

Education is free and compulsory from age 6 to 14, which includes primary school through

grade six, and Junior Secondary School for three additional grade levels.1393  In 1998, the gross

primary enrollment rate was 84.4 percent, and net primary enrollment rate was 70.7 percent.1394

School quality and access to education are better in urban areas; schools in small communities on

isolated islands are expensive to maintain.1395

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The minimum age for employment is 14 years, and children under 16 years are prohibited

from industrial employment or jobs aboard ships.1396  The Constitution prohibits forced labor,1397
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1397 Constitution of Kiribati, Chapter 2, Article 6, at http://www.vanuatu.usp.ac.fj/paclawmat/

Kiribati_legislation/Kiribati_Constitution.htm on 11/28/01.
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and the Penal Code criminalizes the procurement of girls under 18 years of age for the purpose of

sexual relations.1398  The Penal Code also bans parents or guardians from prostituting children

under 15 years old.1399  The Penal Code prohibits the procurement of girls under the age of 18, and

establishes a penalty of two years imprisonment for offenses.1400  Child labor laws are enforced by

the Ministry of Commerce, Industry, and Employment.1401  Kiribati has not ratified either ILO

Convention 138 or ILO Convention 182.1402
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