Guyana

Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

The Government of Guyana seeks to discourage children from joining the workforce by
offering school welfare subsidies to poor families."*” The government drafted a five-year
National Educational Plan that includes improving strategies for access to education, and several
government education projects target rural populations.''** UNICEF is also implementing an
education development program that includes teacher training.!!'#’

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Statistics on the number of working children under the age of 15 in Guyana are unavail-
able. However, children work in agriculture (mainly on family farms), domestic service, saw-
mills, street vending, river mining, and textile factories.!'*® The prostitution of children also
occurs, particularly in tourist areas.'"!

Primary education is free and compulsory for 6 years, beginning at the age of 5 years, 9
months.!'5? In 1996, the gross primary enrollment rate was 96.4 percent, and in 1995, the net
primary enrollment rate was 87.3 percent.'’>®* Attendance rates are slightly lower among rural
populations.'3*
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Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The Employment of Young Persons and Children Act of 1999 sets the minimum age for
employment at 15 years. Children under the age of 18 are prohibited from work that could jeopar-
dize their health, safety, or morals.!">> The Constitution prohibits forced labor.!'*® While there are
no laws that specifically prevent trafficking in persons or prostitution, the Criminal Code of
Guyana prohibits procuring a female for the purpose of prostitution.!'’” The Criminal Law Of-
fenses Act establishes a relatively young age of consent for sexual relations at 13 years.'"*® The
Ministry of Labor is responsible for the enforcement of child labor legislation through inspec-
tions."* Guyana ratified ILO Convention 138 on April 15, 1998 and ILO Convention 182 on
January 15, 2001.!16
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