Congo, Republic of the
(Brazzaville)

Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

The Republic of the Congo is participating in a regional program to prevent the participa-
tion of children involved in armed conflicts in Central Africa, which sponsored by ILO-IPEC and
funded by USDOL.®! The Ministry of Education is working with UNICEF and UNESCO to
rebuild school facilities damaged during the country’s armed conflicts, provide school supplies to
vulnerable families, and train teachers.®” UN agencies are implementing poverty reduction
projects that focus on human rights, health, and employment.®*

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 1999, the ILO estimated that 25.5 percent of children between the ages of 10 and 14 in
the Republic of the Congo were working.®* Many of the children work for their families in rural
areas or in informal business activities in cities.®” Isolated cases of child prostitution have also
been reported.®® During a civil war that began in 1993 and lasted for seven years, pro-government
militias and rebel groups systematically recruited children.®” Following a cease-fire in December
1999, all parties agreed to demobilize all their soldiers, including children. While large numbers of
soldiers returned to civilian life, the process of demobilization has proceeded irregularly, and it is
unclear whether some children remain in militias.®® Tt is alleged that traditional practices exist in
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which ethnic Pygmies, possibly including children, work as indentured servants for ethnic Bantus
in remote northern areas of the country. ¢

Primary school education is compulsory for children between the ages of 6 and 11.° The
gross primary enrollment rate was 114.3 percent in 1995.5'! More than 50 percent of the Congo’s
school-age children, however, reportedly do not attend school.®’> Many classroom buildings were
damaged because of the civil war, and schools have few educational materials, and poor hygiene/
sanitation systems.®”* High dropout rates in urban and rural areas are reportedly due to poverty,
teacher absenteeism, and poor learning conditions. According to UNICEF, 1,714 schools in the
country need rehabilitation.®'* Lack of resources has made it very difficult for the Ministry of
Education to rehabilitate the facilities and rebuild the system.!
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Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The minimum age for employment is 16, unless specifically permitted by the Ministry of
Education.®!® The law prohibits forced or compulsory labor, including that performed by children.®”
Procuring any person for the purposes of prostitution is illegal, with increased punishment if the
crime is committed with a minor.*"® The Ministry of Labor is responsible for enforcing child labor
laws but concentrates its efforts only on the formal wage sector and does not monitor either the rural
or the informal sectors, where most child labor occurs.®”® The Republic of the Congo ratified ILO
Convention 138 on November 26, 1999, and ratified ILO Convention 182 on April 29, 2002.5%
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